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Cardinal
The

‘The Cardinal’ Goes Out of Print

The legendary Bob Dylan once wrote that “The Times 
They Are A-Changin’.” This rings true for the Journal-
ism class at Pompton Lakes High School (PLHS), which 

will become Broadcast 
Journalism in the next 
school year.

A look through the ar-
chives of the past PLHS 
newspapers portrays 
the vast changes of the 
school, the students, and 
the newspaper itself as 
the era of the newsprint 
comes to a close. The 
files encompass newspa-
pers from as early as the 
1960s all the way through 
now, with only one issue 
dating back to the 1930s.

The 1938 issue of The 
Cardinal was comprised 
of sections for reviews, 
poetry, news, and even 
games. Senior birthdays 
were also featured. It in-
cluded different segments 
for the different clubs 

that the school offered at the time, such as History Club, 
Photography Club, and Bowling Club. Intramural sports 
had their own segment in the newspaper as well.

The Cardinal in the 1960s and onward began to be 
released once a month and contained more articles than 
our current newspaper but less detail. Several articles in 
the 1960s consisted of information regarding tubercu-

losis and how to prevent it. Each issue cost 10-20 cents 
and was sponsored by numerous businesses in Pompton 
Lakes, mostly those on Wanaque Ave. Though none were 
familiar and most likely not still around today, several 
that were frequently presented throughout the papers 
were Wanamaker’s Paint Store, Pompton Shoe Service, 
Watson Jewelers, and the Pompton Lakes Bakery.

The paper included announcements like college ac-
ceptances, scholarships, honor roll, and senior birthdays. 
Student Council elections were given their own issue. 
Sections were dedicated to the Senior Salute, something 
very similar to our own In the Spotlight, as well as For 
Bookworms Only, and something called the Bloodshot 
Eyeball. Another thing that seemed to be a Cardinal 
tradition was the choosing of a Cardinal Queen and the 
following dance.

Though many things are different than they were in 
the 60s, there are many traditions and events that are 
still present at PLHS. For example, the prom (though it 
used to be held in late February), the annual band spring 
concert, the PLHS birdcage (the fans), and certain clubs 
like Zonta Club.

Throughout the years at PLHS, though much has 
changed The Cardinal has always been a reliable source 
for school news. What began as a club, with about 20 
students and 4 advisors, dwindled to a class of just 6 stu-
dents and 1 advisor this year. Now that the newspaper has 
become somewhat obsolete, Broadcast Journalism will 
take its place in the coming school year, beginning a new 
era that will feature new skills and technology, and reflect 
that, indeed, the times are a-changin’.

By NEINNETTE HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

Archived copies of The Cardinal newspaper date back to 1938.

Mrs. Neigel Retires After 18 Years

Mrs. Barbara Neigel has graced the 
library at Pompton Lakes High School 
(PLHS) for 18 years, and now she is ready 
to retire. 

Her own high school was Mount 
Saint Dominic in Caldwell, New Jersey. 
She continued her education at Caldwell 
College which at the time was an all-fe-
male institution. Right after graduation, 
Mrs. Neigel knew that being a librarian 
was for her, although many things have 
changed from when she began her career 
in education.

“When I first started there was so little 
testing. Now on testing days I have to hide 
in the office or find something worthwhile 
to do,” said Neigel. “Also, I think people 
respected teachers more back then. I won’t 
miss the large studies where it is difficult 
to keep people on task, and quiet and all 
of the last minute printing issues.”

While Mrs. Neigel was helping stu-
dents look for sources on papers, print 

their late assignments and cooling down 
rowdy studies, her hard work did not go 
unnoticed.

“In all my time in education I have 
never seen anyone create a positive and 
productive culture and climate in a media 
center better than Mrs. Neigel,” said Prin-
cipal Vincent Przybylinski. “She genu-
inely cares to welcome and help students, 
faculty, and other staff members in any 
way possible.”

Although dealing with ungrateful 
students and faulty computers may have 
tested her patience, Mrs. Neigel created a 
safe environment for students to get their 
work done, kill time in study, and cram a 
study session in before a test.

“She is caring and organized, and over-
all an amazing person. She is also kind, 
unless you don’t put the laptops away 
correctly,” stated senior Chelsee Firestone. 
“Mrs. Neigel is there for anyone who 
needs her.”

Mrs. Neigel grew with the times at 
PLHS as everything became more high-
tech, but her knowledge also grew in 
terms of heart and soul.

“I’ve learned a lot in terms of 
technology and computers. I’ve 
also learned to be more patient and 
kinder,” stated Neigel. “As you get 
older you realize that people are what 
matter and everything falls away in 
the long run.” 

Retiring for Mrs. Neigel is not all 
about tearful good-byes and movie 
montage walks through the book-
cases, but more so an opportunity to 
pursue another chapter in her life.

“I will spend more time with my 
grandchildren, and I’ll read more,” 
she said. “I want to travel so I’ll 
possibly go see shows in the city, 
maybe get a little job with no respon-
sibilities.”

Mrs. Neigel has been a staple in 
PLHS for many years, and though 
the school is at a loss without her, her 
retirement is well-deserved.

“Media centers often serve as the 
hub of schools, and because of the tal-
ent and work of Mrs. Neigel, our hub 
has always been inviting to everyone 
at PLHS,” stated Przybylinski. “Mrs. Neigel will be sorely missed.”

By DANIELLE  HARTLEY
Co-Editor-in-Chief
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Mrs. Neigel’s warm smile and kindness often greet-
ed visitors in the school’s library. 
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PARCC Test Yields Mixed Results

Pompton Lakes High School (PLHS) recently under-
took the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers (PARCC) assessment for the first 
time, yielding mixed reactions.

Students and teachers alike were frustrated by the con-
straints the test placed on them over the year.  Because 
of the assessments, some teachers needed to impart more 
content in less time.

“I have to teach more content, more depth, in less 
time,” said PLHS math teacher Mrs. Margo Streicher.

Five days of class time in March were also allocated 
to administering the test in Math, Language Arts, and 
English instead of teaching, along with four more in May.

The assessments, which are taken electronically, had 
their overdependence on technology criticized as well 
by students and faculty alike.  There was uncertainty as 
to whether the new software would be understood by 
students, and if PLHS’s computer network could handle 
so much simultaneous use.

In addition, the popular ability to refuse the test left 
many questioning the importance of the test at all.  While 
some of these concerns were overcome, others proved to 
be issues during the test.
Highs

Despite uncertainty leading up the testing week in 
March over how smoothly it would run, there were no 
scheduling or technical issues at PLHS.  Many students 
questioned whether the school computer network would 
be able to support the simultaneous use of so many com-
puters, but thanks to the PLHS computer technicians the 
week passed without issue.

“It could not have run any smoother,” stated Technolo-
gy Coordinator Kevin Hazell.

There were no scheduling issues either, despite the 
postponement of one testing day due to inclement weath-
er.  Different testing groups were able to move in and out 
of the testing sites efficiently and quietly, and non-test-
ing students caused no interruptions to those who were 
testing.

“The teachers did a fantastic job and the students were 
outstanding; they caused no issues in the testing sites at 
all.  I’m lucky to work in a school where the students 
cooperate with the administration and staff members so 
respectively,” said Vice Principal Anthony Mattera.

PLHS’s schedule of five blocked testing days in March 
and another four in May proved to be highly conducive 
for sound testing, as opposed to that of other schools, 
which incrementally pulled students out of class.

“We started planning for PARCC over a year ago,” 

said Principal 
Vincent Przyby-
linski.  “There are 
nine sections to the 
test; our goal was to 
factor that into nine 
days.  The priority 
was to minimize the 
disruption to regular 
instructional time.”

While the organi-
zation of the test was 
highly effective, the 
actual test left much 
to be desired, among 
others issues.
Lows

The biggest 
difficulty of the week 
was the test itself, 
which many students 
believed was too 
hard or simply did 
not take seriously.

“The level they 
were asking us to do 
things at was ridicu-
lous.  If you got one 
part of the question 
wrong you got the 
whole question 
wrong,” commented 
junior Allyson Salus.

Many students believed that the English sections were 
relatively easy, but the Math sections were considerably 
more difficult.

“The English part was easy, but the Math test was a lot 
harder,” said freshman Hailey Enrique.  “It was a lot of 
stuff we didn’t get to learn.”

However, the essays were a different story, many 
students choosing to forgo them completely.

“Nobody wrote the essays because the questions were 
confusing; it was in another language,” stated junior 
Daniela Lucca.

Many students had similar observations.
“The kid in front of me drew a dinosaur 

for the essay.  One kid in my class wrote a 
fifty bullet point essay on why the PARCC 
is stupid,” commented junior Oskar Zie-
niewics.

While some students considered the 
assessments difficult and confusing, others 
simply did not wholeheartedly try on them.  
When several teachers were asked how 
many students in their rooms made commit-
ted attempts, they responded with percen-
tiles varying between forty and ninety-five.

According to Mr. Christopher Patrick, 
there were “probably like half of them” who 
took the test seriously.

Many students expressed that their confu-
sion as to whether the test counted or not was 
due to staff explanations as well the ability to 
choose the controversial refusal option.

“Mr. P. in the assembly said it didn’t 
count,” stated a PLHS student.

When asked, Mr. Przybylinski adamant-
ly maintained that he did not say that the 
PARCC did not count.  However, the fact 
that students did not understand the provided 
explanation only proves that the state needs 
to brings more clarity to the importance of 
the test.

“It is not a requirement to pass the PARCC 
assessment.  However, you must demonstrate 
proficiency in English, Language Arts, and 
Mathematics in order to graduate.  Therefore, 
if you pass a PARCC assessment in English, 
Language Arts, or Mathematics it may be 
used to demonstrate that proficiency,” said 
Przybylinski during the assembly.

The proficiency requirements for grad-
uation for the classes of 2016, 2017, and 
2018, according to Acting Commissioner of 
the New Jersey Department of Education, 
David C. Hespe, are any one of the follow-
ing: Achieve a passing score on a PARCC 

test, achieve a passing score on a Substitute Competency 
test, or meet the criteria of the New Jersey Department of 
Education (NJDOE) portfolio appeal.

Passing scores on substitute tests are 400 for both the 
Critical Reading and Math sections on the SAT and 16 for 
both the Reading and Math sections on the ACT.

“Districts are invited to submit portfolios for students 
who do not demonstrate competencies either through 
PARCC or a Substitute Competency test in English 
Language Arts and/or Mathematics,” said Hespe about 
NJDOE Portfolio Appeals.

This needs to be specified to students in future years 
if the staff wants them to take the PARCC more seri-
ously.  In addition, the widely used ability to refuse the 
assessments furthered the belief in many that they did not 
count.

“The state needs to bring clarity to the whole idea 
of this opt-out,” said Mattera.  “It’s a baseline, it does 
count.”

A secondary complaint from the students, especially 
the seniors, was the monotony of non-testing activities.  
Many were excited to play volleyball on the first day of 
testing, but that excitement quickly faded after playing it 
for two hours a day multiple days in a row.  The multiple 
movies shown were considered a boring alternative to 
volleyball, and the speaker and team trivia were received 
as dull busywork for the seniors.

“Volleyball got really old really fast,” said senior 
Krystina Jeron.

While the PLHS administration employed great tact 
in creating and executing a successful schedule, it must 
accommodate non-testing students with more enjoyable 
activities.  Field days at Hershfield Park and community 
service projects were both discussed before the assess-
ments, but the administration was never able to arrange 
either while planning the testing schedule.  More impor-
tantly, clarity must be brought to the state’s confusing 
policies regarding the test.  The PARCC guidelines need 
to be transparent, easily accessible and understandable on 
both the state and company websites.  A letter or email 
should also be sent to family of students eligible for the 
test, explaining these policies.

By DAVID WIDDOWSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Students were introduced to testing online rather than past practices of using pencil and paper.
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Mr. Bivona Chooses a New Career Path

“Ms. Alexander has committed three 
decades to the PLHS schools and has 
proven to be one of the most unsung 
heroes the district has ever seen. 
She has helped countless limited 
English-speaking students and their 
families assimilate to PLHS and to 
our country. Her knowledge, care, 
and interest in the students of PLHS 
will be missed.”

        --Mr. Przybylinski
         Principal

“What’s better? To be inspired or to inspire?” Mr. Ron Bivona said in an interview 
with The Cardinal in December of 2012. Unfortunately, the days of Mr. Bivona inspir-
ing students in the classroom will be coming to an end as he leaves to pursue a career as 
a field representative for New Jersey Education Association (NJEA). 

“A new opportunity to work as an advocate for public education and the policies of 
the Christie administration,” Bivona cited as his reasons for leaving the teaching profes-
sion. 

Mr. Bivona has been a member of the History Department for the past 20 years, 
teaching US I, Sociology, Current Events, and 60s to Present. During this time, he has 
been known for his straight forward teaching style that is accessible yet challenging to 
the everyday student. 

“For two decades, Mr. Bivona has shown to be an exemplary teacher, advisor, and 
coach,” said Mr. Vincent Przybylinski, the school’s principal. “He has always been a 
proponent of 21st century teaching and learning. In addition, he has always been on the 
cutting edge of technology and willing to try new strategies in the classroom.”

For many of his students, they also recognized his skills, passion, and ability to reach 
them as learners and people. 

“Mr. Bivona is very down to earth and straight forward with everyone. He had a 
different style of teaching that always got the best from his students,” said junior John 
Monaco. 

In addition to teaching, Mr. Bivona also held several other positions in the district, 
including class advisor, scholarship golf coordinator, REBEL coordinator, and Kicks 
Against Breast Cancer fundraiser coordinator.

“He has gone above and beyond for students and their families,” Przybylinski added. 
“His care, interest, and passion will be missed.”

Aside from what Mr. Bivona offered in the classroom, he also was a strong presence 
in the coaching ranks at PLHS, guiding athletes in soccer, wrestling, and track and field. 
Most notably, he managed the sidelines for the girls’ varsity soccer team for 18 years, 
building a program that was always respected by those in the county and state. During 
his tenure, he went 237-108-21 and guided his teams to seven league titles. Additional-
ly, his team reached the Group II State Sectional finals once, the Passaic County semi-fi-
nals five times, and the County finals once.

“As a person, he inspired his players to reach beyond their potential both on and off 
the field. Coach Bivona’s lasting impact on his players was evident by the number of 

former athletes who came back to visit him at school, games, or practices,” said Ms. 
Colleen Moyle, the athletic director at PLHS. “There have been different kids through-
out the years, but the one constant was Ron Bivona. His passion, knowledge, and true 
love of the game was contagious.”

Despite not coaching for two seasons now, many of his former players still feel the 
impact he left on them.

“He was a great coach because he knew how to get the best from every player while 
still making us love the game,” said junior Daniella Lucca.

Although he is leaving PLHS, he holds many great memories and experiences close 
to his heart, especially the energy and excitement of the first day of school each year, 
the Euopean trips he took with his soccer teams, and an emotional class trip to the 9/11 
Memorial Museum in New York City.

“I’ve had a great experience,” he said. “I’ll see you further up the road.” 

Ms. Alexander Ends 
Remarkable Teaching Career

After 32 years of teaching, English Second Language 
(ESL) teacher Ms. Betsy Alexander is finally calling it 
quits after a long career in helping students achieve their 
goals and learn. 

Although she grew up in Pompton Lakes, Ms. Alex-

ander attended and taught for seven years at DePaul High 
School. Ms. Alexander graduated from Fairleigh Dick-
inson University with a BA in French. Later on in her 
career, she then went back to college attending William 
Paterson University to get her ESL certificate. She then 
spent her next twenty five years as an ESL teacher for 
Pompton Lakes High School (PLHS). 

“I’ve wanted to be a teacher since I was in sec-
ond grade. I admired them when I was younger,” said 
Alexander. “I always loved the languages but I found 
most Americans didn’t love languages as much as I do. 
I became interested in helping immigrants learn the 
language.”

Due to her love of language and learning, Ms. Alex-
ander used the two to inspire her own students, many of 
whom were grateful for her efforts. 

“She is very helpful and talented. Everything I know 
is because of her. She especially helped me with reading 
and writing in English. In fact, she helps every student 
that has trouble speaking English,” said senior Afrim Dz-
ila. “She does a lot of work that not many people see, but 
it’s important work that has helped a lot of students reach 
their goals and prepare them for the future.”

Not only has Ms. Alexander left an impression on her 
students, but she has also impressed her colleagues as 
well. Principal Mr. Vincent Przybylinski had many pos-
itive complements regarding the impact Ms. Alexander 
has had in this school.

“Ms. Alexander has committed three decades to the 
PLHS schools and has proven to be one of the most un-
sung heroes the district has ever seen,” said Przybylinski. 
“She has helped countless limited English-speaking 
students and their families assimilate to PLHS and to our 
country. Her knowledge, care, and interest in the students 
of PLHS will be missed.”

As her retirement date nears, Ms. Alexander looks 
forward to spending more time traveling and enjoying the 

company of loved ones.
“I’ll be helping my children with their children. I love 

cruising so I will be traveling more. My next cruise will 
be to Hawaii,” she said.

Although Ms. Alexander looks forward to enjoying re-
tirement, she readily admits that she will miss the PLHS 
community in the future. 

“I find it very comfortable here at PLHS. The admin-
istration is supportive, the students are respectful, and the 
staff is so accommodating,” she said. “I love what I do. I 
will miss my students and the fact that every day and year 
will be different now. I won’t miss getting up at 5:30, 
though!”

Mr. Bivona was a positive influence on the lives of students in and outside of the classroom. 

By RANDY APONTE
Staff Writer

By MATT RIOTTO
Staff Writer

Mrs. Alexander helped countless students during her successful 
career at PLHS. 
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Puleio Makes Mark on PLHS

Pompton Lakes High School 
(PLHS) sophomore Peter Puleio 
is using his rare hobby to leave a 
legacy at the school by making a 
scale model of it.

Puleio is using his hobby of 
architectural model making to 
create a tabletop version of the 
old wing of PLHS, the area from 
the gym to the auditorium.   He 
intends to have the model, which 
will be completed by the end of 
the school year, displayed in the 
school library for everyone to 
see.

“How many times have you 
walked past the sports trophies 
and kept walking?  You know 
they’re there, but you never 
actually stop to see what they 
say.  This is something that everyone who walks into the library will stop and stare at,” 
said Puleio.

He hopes to make his own personal impact on PLHS through this model, so he may 
be remembered in the future.

“I’m not an athlete, I’m in yearbook but you don’t get awards for that.  I’m not in 
FBLA, so how else can I make my mark on PLHS?” he said.

Puleio began making models 4 years ago because of another love.
“At first I was interested in trains.  Everyone knows me as the train kid at PLHS.  

First came trains, then came model trains, and I’ve always been fascinated with minia-

tures,” he stated.
He began with a model rail-

road at his house, which transi-
tioned into creating landscapes 
and buildings.  At the PLHS Fine 
Arts Night Showcase he expertly 
demonstrated his creation of a 
landscape.  Using sets, kits, and 
pre-made buildings made of a 
raw plastic known as styrene, he 
creates varying structures and 
settings.  This art form was used 
by architects and movie studios 
in the past, but because of com-
puters it changed from a skill to 
a hobby.

“Back in the seventies there 
was no Computer Aided Design 
(CAD); developers would often 
have these architectural models 
for them.  Investors could see 
exactly what the building looks 
like.  Nowadays its sort of a dy-
ing art,” commented Puleio.

This, however, is the first time 
Puleio has had to create an entire model without any kits, premade pieces, or guidelines; 
he is relying solely on his skills and versatility.

“This is my first scratch building.  The only part of this model that I did not make is 
the windows,” he stated.

Using this skill, Puleio has caught the attention of multiple PLHS staff members, 
including art teacher Mr. John Turano

“His attention to detail is incredible, and I’m sure he will apply that strength to all his 
future endeavors and be very successful,” said Turano.

By DAVID WIDDOWSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Peter Puleio has exhibited incredible talent and attention to detail while constructing a scale model of PLHS.

PLHS News Briefs
Students Participate in Foreign 
Language Poetry Contest

William Paterson University (WPU) 
hosted its 31st annual Orlando Saa 
Foreign Language Poetry Recitation 
Contest on May 14, 2015. Many students 
at Pompton Lakes High School (PLHS) 
participated in the contest with two taking 
home awards.

PLHS was represented in the French, 
German, and Spanish languages. Fresh-
man Megan Martinelli and sophomore 
Danielle Hartley competed in the Spanish 
category, while sophomores Sana Malik 
and Casey Ackerman and junior Brian-
na Gomez competed in French. Juniors 
Robert Alfano and Michaela Winnans 
participated in the German category. Ma-
lik and Alfano received 1st place prizes 
for French and German, respectively.

Orlando Saa was a professor at the uni-
versity and he started the contest to unite 
people through the power of an additional 
language. Languages offered in the com-
petition included Arabic, Chinese, French, 
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Latin, Spanish, and ESL (English Second 
Language). Students competed in various 
levels, including beginner, intermediate, 
advanced and native (excluding Latin and 
ESL for native). Prizes were awarded for 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd places and an honorable 
mention medal was given to students who 
received 4th place.

“These students worked and worked. 
It was such a joy and pleasure to be a 
part of that event,” stated Mrs. Migdalia 
Hoffman, a Spanish teacher at PLHS who 
runs the trip to WPU each year. “The stu-
dents were so diligent and they all took it 
seriously. Every one of them is excellent.”

Faculty, Students Support Good 
Grief Walk

Members of the Pompton Lakes 
community recently participated in a 
fundraising event called Good Grief Walk, 
conducted by a non-profit organization that 
runs bereavement groups to help children 
and families who have experienced death 
and loss. 

The event, which was held on May 31 
in Madison, New Jersey, raised $84,000 
collectively, with Pompton Lakes High 
School (PLHS) contributing $1,100, re-
spectively. Faculty members who attended 
the event include Ms. Sheryl Bender, Mrs. 
Miriam Zeevi, Ms. Kim Tanella, Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Twomey, and Ms. Erin Kelly 
from Lincoln Elementary. The walk, which 
also was supported by faculty and staff last 

year, was volunteer based and is only one 
of the various events the organization holds 
every year; some others include golf out-
ings and Halloween themed events. The or-
ganization focuses on assuring the families 
that things get better rather than counseling 
them. In addition, they have events twice a 
month called nights of support.

“We are trying to have a better under-
standing of those going through loss. Mrs. 
Twomey and I have been going to confer-
ences held by Good Grief,” stated guidance 
counselor Ms. Sheryl Bender. “In the fall, 
through the PLEF grant money, the entire 
district will be going through training on 
how to work with children and families 
experiencing loss. It’s a great organization 
and we were pleased to be able to support 
it. Hopefully the support continues to grow 
in the future.”
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Quiet Study Hall Proves 
to be an Unexpected Experience

After failing two classes this year, I was placed in Quiet Study hall and given the 
opportunity to improve my grades. However, the experience became much greater than 
anticipated. 

When I walked into the auditorium, Mr. Robert Edgar, an English teacher, reviewed 
the policies for Quiet Study hall and asked us to take a seat. When I looked around, I 
found a few other students in the same predicament. However, what I originally thought 
would be a boring and painful marking period turned out to be an enlightening experi-
ence filled with life lessons. 

The first lesson learned is simple but important: life isn’t fair. Students were remind-
ed of this when a student complained about being placed in Quiet Study for failing a 
class by a single point. Despite the fine line of passing or failing a course by a single 
point, it reminded us that work ethic is important, and failing can be avoided with the 
right approach and discipline.

The second lesson covered I personally learned the hard way, which pertains to the 
old saying, “Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.” This lesson came up during 
the State tournament for the basketball team.  After the first round game got rescheduled 
because of inclement weather, the first and second rounds were to be played on back to 
back days. After finding this out I complained to Mr. Edgar saying, “This sucks. Now I 
have to get dressed three days in a row.” Calmly, he replied, “Don’t count your chickens 
before they hatch.” I didn’t know what it meant then but was hit with the meaning the 
following day when our team, which was the 6th seed, was eliminated by Park Ridge, 
which was ranked 11th, in the State tournament, consequently ending our season. 
Sometimes we must learn things the hard way, and that lesson was a great example, one 
which I will never forget. 

The next lesson learned in the marking period revolved around taking responsibility 
for one’s success and failures in life. Commonly, a student can be heard complain-
ing that a teacher failed him. However, this blame quickly changes when one earns a 
passing grade. Suddenly, the expression “I got an ‘A’” is announced. The reality is that 
students need to take responsibility for the work they do and don’t do in the classroom, 
and must realize the consequences before it’s too late. 

During a recent discussion we were talking about some of the jobs we have and Mr. 
Edgar shared some of his experiences working as a young man.  One student claimed 

she could get a job at Wendy’s but didn’t want to work there because it was “embarrass-
ing.” Mr. Edgar bluntly said, “Flipping burgers is not beneath you. A job is an oppor-
tunity to make money, gain experience, and motivate you to strive for better.” A job as 
such will do all of these, and provide students with some humility and appreciation for 
money along the way.    

Finally, our last lesson was that life only gets harder after high school. The real world 
is challenging, and doesn’t discriminate. Therefore, students need to be prepared with 
skills, a passion, and education to find a career. In that career, they need to meet expec-
tations, and will rely on some of the lessons they learned in their days of schooling to 
help them succeed. If not, they will be left behind as others take their place. These are 
the harsh realities of growing up, and making the most of the chances we are given, or 
make for ourselves is what really matters. Here’s to hoping we answer the bell when our 
time comes. Only time will tell.

By RANDY APONTE
Staff Writer

Fall Drama Makes Its Return

During the 2015-2016 school year, 
the fall drama will make its return after a 
5-year hiatus with members of the student 
body putting on Charlotte’s Web in the 
school’s auditorium.

The drama, which will be directed by 
Mr. Bobby Texel and produced by Mrs. 
Emily Light, will take place on October 
22, 23, and 24. Mr. Dennis DeCarlo, who 
teaches Form, Function, and Design, will 
help design and build the set with some of 
his students.

“There should be a place for students 
to participate who want to act but aren’t 
musically inclined,” said Light. “The fall 
play will give students that opportunity.”

Auditions for the show will take place 

on September 10. Call 
backs will take place 
the following day, and 
students will be noti-
fied on roles shortly 
after.

“We’re excited 
about this show in 
particular because stu-
dents can bring their 
own personalities and 
humor to the charac-
ters,” said Light.

Due to the success 
and popularity of the 
spring musical, the 
idea of the fall drama 
returning to PLHS 

became a possibility. The interest was 
confirmed on June 10 when approximately 
30 students attended a meeting to learn 
which show would be performed and 
receive additional information concerning 
the production.

“We want to build up the program 
with a show that is accessible to the 
whole town. In the future, we plan to do 
something more dramatic,” stated Light. 
“However, we’re excited about this show 
in particular because students can bring 
their own personalities and humor in the 
characters.”

Mr. Texel shared his enthusiasm and 
confidence for the future of the fall drama.

“The spring musical was so successful 
that we had to expand the program. Ms. 
Light and I believe we can. It’s at the size 
that we can bring it back and have a very 
successful show,” he said.

By MATT RIOTTO
Staff Writer

Reveal personal information
Addresses, phone numbers, passwords, 
credit card numbers, or any other 
important information are never a good 
idea to share on social media and can be 
very dangerous.
Post pictures of illegal activities
These become accessible to everyone 
and can very well result in school expul-
sions and/or ruin future job opportuni-
ties, as Facebook searches have become 
a pretty standard part of the job applica-
tion process.
Post “personal pictures”
Again, inappropriate pictures can very 
well compromise future job opportu-
nities and even if the picture is only 
sent through a message it is still on the 
Internet.
Argue and/or make fun of someone
Whether it’s serious or not, people can 
get offended and you can get in serious 
trouble; cyberbullying is no joke.
Rely entirely on privacy settings
If you don’t want certain people to see 
things that you post, then don’t post it 
at all.
Make insensitive jokes
Insensitive jokes can include racial slurs 
and jokes and whether you’re aware of 
it or not people can get offended and 
schools can get involved and again can 
result in serious trouble.

Lie/cheat/plagiarize
Lying about your background or capabil-
ities or even something as trivial about 
“being sick” can have consequences.
Gossip
When you post a picture or a comment 
on social media it is available to anyone, 
so gossiping or spreading rumors is 
never a good idea

8 Things Students Should 
Never Do on Social Media
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Kornberg  Proves to be 
Culinary Connoisseur

Though her accomplishments in bowling at Pomp-
ton Lakes High School (PLHS) are certainly incredible, 
senior Julieanne Kornberg plans to instead further her 
culinary expertise in the future.

Despite her parents’ previous hopes of her becoming 
an athlete or entering the medical field, it was her grand-
mother who fostered her love of baking. She began help-
ing her grandmother at a young age by simply measuring 
ingredients, and soon realized that not only did she love 
it, she was good at it, too.

“I recognized my talent for baking when I realized 
how simple it was and by how much I enjoyed it,” Korn-
berg stated. “My first cake was imperfect, but it showed 
my potential to be a professional baker. I have improved 
since then.”

Her current culinary skills were acquired not only 
by helping her grandmother, but by watching The Food 
Channel and YouTube videos as well. In addition, many 
occasions were used as learning experiences for Korn-
berg, such as birthdays and holidays. Aside from learning 
from her grandmother, Buddy Valastro, from the popular 
show Cake Boss, has been an inspiration to her and her 
work.

“I learn more every single day with hands on experi-
ence, and I find it fulfilling to see a person’s face brighten 
on their first glance at my work,” she said. “I’ve always 
known I wanted to own a bakery, but I knew I definitely 
wanted to be a baker when I watched Buddy Valastro on 
Cake Boss.”

Her short term goals include working in a bakery in 
order to gain more proficiency in the field, while in the 
long run she hopes to save up to own and manage her 
own bakery following her graduation from the Culinary 
Institute of America.

“In the future, I also want to travel and learn new 
pastries from other cultures to expand my horizons,” 
Kornberg said. “The world is filled with so many differ-
ent foods, and being able to learn how they are made and 
the ingredients they use appeals to me. Besides, the more 
I learn the more versatile I will become as a baker in the 
future.”

Although she is equally talented when it comes to 
bowling, helping the team win three consecutive state 
sectional championships, a Passaic County title, and two 
undeafeated league championships,which earned her First 
Team All-County four consecutive years and the attention 
of several colleges, she is choosing to follow her dreams 
in the culinary field instead.

“I love bowling, but it is more of a hobby,” she said. 
“Baking is a passion, something that I want to do every 
day.”

By NEINNETTE HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

In the Spotlight: 
Krystina Jeron & Frank Magyar

Biggest inspiration: My parents
Where you see yourself in 5 years: 
Attending law school
Spirit animal: Giraffe
Last lie: “Wow, Chelsee, I really like your 
outfit”
Favorite genre of music: Indie
Favorite childhood memory: Going to 
the beach every summer and jumping over 
waves with my dad
Favorite holiday: 4th of July
Favorite smell: Apple cinnamon
If you were immortal for a day: Every-
thing I’m too scared to do now
Last experience you had that made you 

a stronger person: Helping my grandpa 
transition into a nursing home
Story your family always tell about 
you: When I was two years old I swal-
lowed about two dollars worth of change 
Least favorite form of transportation: 
Flying
Favorite outside activity: Hiking
Go-to karaoke song: “Hit me with Your 
Best Shot”
What really gets you angry or upset: 
People who are ignorant or disrespectful 
Most unusual food you’ve eaten: Alli-
gator
Last book you read: Fragile Things by 
Neil Gaiman
Do you collect anything: I have 37 can-
dles in my room. Does that count?
What would your warning label say: 
“Salt levels high”
Favorite part about high school: Cre-
ating so many everlasting bonds with my 
best friends and teachers
Proudest accomplishment: Being Drum 
Major in Marching Band for two years in 
a row
Win the lottery or have your perfect 
job:  My perfect job because I would rath-
er work for my own money.
Biggest fear: Being separated from those 
I love
Best gift you ever received: My parents 
gave me life so that’s pretty cool

Favorite movie: Forrest Gump
Favorite sports team: New York Red 
Bulls
Favorite athlete: Steven Gerrard
Favorite band or musician: Hardwell
Favorite song: “Beautiful Day” by U2
Favorite TV show: Modern Family
Favorite book: To Kill a Mockingbird
Favorite dessert: Apple pie
Biggest fear: The unknown
Desired superpower: Mind control
Your kryptonite: Allergies
Three people you would bring on a 
deserted island with you and why: Liam 
Neeson to protect me from the unknown, 

Bruce Banner for his intelligence and 
strength, and Tony Stark to fly me off the 
island to find shelter
Your nemesis: The Hawthorne boys’ 
soccer team
Dream job: Professional in all sports
Dream vacation: Hawaii
Best quality: My truthfulness
First thing you would do as president: 
Make Mr. P. my vice president
One thing you couldn’t live without: 
Water
Your catchphrase: You bum
If you found a genie you would wish 
for: Infinite wishes
If your life was a sitcom what would its 
name would be: The Middle
Life philosophy: What goes around 
comes around
One thing on your bucket list: I would 
like to return to Anfield to watch Liver-
pool play because I went to the stadium 
but didn’t get to watch them play
Favorite teacher: Mr. Edgar
Greatest PLHS memory: I had the best 
time ever on the bowling team sophomore 
year winning the county tournament and 
state sectional tournament.  Also, it was 
my first year and I had a lot of fun with 
Dave, Kyle, and Erik.

Julieanne Kornberg has emerged as a talented  and passionate 
baker.
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Mrs. Kutzelman Preserving the Art of Knitting

Although the art of knitting is slowly going by the 
wayside, Mrs. Dawn Kutzelman, a guidance counselor at 
Pompton Lakes High School (PLHS), is doing her part to 
make sure that does not happen. 

 “I wanted to learn how to knit from my grandmother, 
who was really sick. I thought it would be a great thing 
for her to pass down to me. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to 
learn from her; she passed away when I first started here 
in 2003,” she said. 

As a tribute to her late grandmother, Mrs. Kutzelman 
started knitting in 2003. She taught herself how to knit 
by reading books instead of taking classes in knitting. 
Shortly after, she started promoting herself at craft fairs 
and teaching lessons at AC Moore in Clifton. 

The main thing that Mrs. Kutzelman does with her 
knitting is selling it on Etsy, a site that specializes in both 
handmade and vintage products. Her account on Etsy, 
which is called KnitTilDawn, has been showcasing her 
products since October. In addition, she advertises her 
products on Pinterest as well as Facebook. Currently, her 
favorite things to knit are baby blankets and scarves.

“I think being on Etsy has been a great experience. 
However, I was surprised because it was so much more 
work than I expected, but it’s a lot of fun so I will keep 
doing the work to make it successful,” she said. 

Mrs. Kutzelman uses many of the items that she knits 
as gifts for the holidays, making her holiday shopping 
much easier and saving her money. She also donates a lot 
of the items that she knits to local charities, and she even 
donated one of her baby blankets to the silent auction for 
The Fine Arts Showcase at PLHS that was held on Febru-
ary 6 from 6-9 pm in the Colfax Auditorium. 

“I just love making things, and I’m happy to have 
other people that are interested in what I make. It’s not all 
about the money for me,” she said. 

Although Mrs. Kutzelman enjoys knitting as a hobby, 
and something that she enjoys doing for relaxing, having 
fun, and for a little extra income, she does not only knit. 
She also crochets, which is done with one hook instead 
of two needles. For someone interested in learning how 
to knit or crochet, she recommends looking online at 
YouTube videos, saying that “there are tons of them out 
there.” 

“Knitting and crocheting are like opposite sides of the 
same coin, but crocheting is much faster,” said Kutzel-
man. “It’s nice to have a project that you can finish quick-
ly, but knitted work is generally more delicate looking.”

Mrs. Kutzelman has no idea where knitting will take 
her, but she knows that in the future she will be doing the 
same exact thing she is doing now. 

“Who knows what the future holds for me. I’m just 
going to keep knitting and see what happens,” she said. 

By ALEC SABATINO
Staff Writer

Later Start Times Present Numerous Problems

Although most students would gladly 
support a bill that was endorsed by the 
Department of Education, in which New 
Jersey middle and high schools would 
start no earlier than 8:30am, there are 
many obstacles that could prevent this 
from actually happening. 

According to an article published by 
The Star-Ledger, the bill (S2484) contains 
a step that requires the state Department 
of Education to “conduct a study on the 
issues, benefits, and options for institut-
ing a later start time to the school day.” 
In addition, the study would be asked to 
identify “any potential negative impacts 
on school districts and families that may 

be associated with a later start time and 
consider strategies for addressing potential 
problems.”

It is clearly evident that early start 
times hinder student achievement in 
school. For example, the National Sleep 
Foundation (NSF), an organization that 
prides itself on improving health and 
well-being through sleep education, 
reports that 60 percent of children under 
the age of 18 complain about being tired 
throughout the day, while 15 percent of 
them claim to fall asleep in school. The 
American Academy of Pediatricians 
(AAP) reported that any sleep under 8.5 
to 9 hours a night for a teen can result in 
health issues such as obesity, diabetes, 
mood changes, or behavior problems. 
Additionally, AAP also claimed that 87 

percent of teens fail to get the suggested 
hours of sleep. 

Although research points to later start 
times holding many benefits, enact-
ing them would also present numerous 
problems. In many schools, students are 
involved in sports or other extracurricu-
lar activities. If students were dismissed 
later than the current dismissal time, the 
amount of time for practices, games, and 
events related to respective activities 
would be significantly reduced. Sports 
teams often travel, and sometimes return 
home as late as 9 or 10pm. For most 
students, this is not the ideal time to begin 
doing homework or studying.  

School starting earlier also could im-
pact family dynamics. For example, most 
parents leave for work around 8 am. As 

a result, children might be more respon-
sible for getting themselves up, making 
breakfast, and commuting to school on 
their own.

Aside from extracurricular activities 
and the impact it could have on family 
dynamics, a later start and dismissal time 
could also negatively impact a student’s 
salary. If a student were to begin work-
ing nearly an hour later after school, that 
hour is also lost in possible earned wages, 
which is significant since some students 
are expected to help with costs at home. 

Although starting the school day later 
has many benefits, it’s just not feasible 
due to the reasons mentioned previously. 
In the meantime, students will just have 
to continue to drag themselves out of bed 
and do their best to not fall asleep in class.  

By RANDY APONTE
Staff Writer

In the Spotlight: Mr. Przybylinski

Favorite sports teams: New York Yankees; Pittsburgh 
Steelers; Philadelphia Flyers; Philadelphia 76ers

Favorite athletes: Goose Gossage; Charles Barkley
Favorite movie: The Shining; Grease
Favorite TV show: Seinfeld; The Honeymooners
Favorite books: The Alchemist; Green Eggs and Ham; 
Luckiest Man: The Life and Death of Lou Gehrig
Favorite band or musician: Van Halen; Chicago
Favorite song: “Heaven Must be Missing an Angel” by 
Tavares
Favorite food: Pizza
Dream retirement: Close to family, no worries, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, SportsCenter, and the newspaper
College alma mater: University of Notre Dame
College major: Mechanical Engineering
First job: Engineer in Management Development Pro-
gram for Curtiss Wright Flight Systems Inc.
Most influential person in your life: My wife, Cathie
Hobbies: Spending time with my family and friends; 
sports; sports memorabilia; public address announcing; 
running/road racing; music; home design and improve-

ment; classic Mustang cars
Greatest PLHS memory: Day one
Biggest pet peeve: Shoddy work
Life motto: No risk, no reward
If you had one wish: To spend another 10 minutes with 
deceased close family members
If you had one superpower: Cyberpathy
Greatest weakness: Perfectionism
Greatest fear: Running out of time
One thing on your bucket list: Public address announc-
er at Yankee Stadium
Type of movie you would star in: Musical
Song that describes your life: “Right Now” by Van 
Halen
If you had a million dollars: Educate my daughter, 
eliminate debt, and donate
One thing you couldn’t live without: Mr. Mattera’s 
humor

Mrs. Kutzelman has discovered a passion in the art of knitting.



8  The Cardinal       Pompton Lakes High School  June 2015

Class of 2014 
Future Destinations

Pride and Tradition

Joshua Aburomi – Bergen Community College
Andrew Accardi – Stevens Institute of Technology
Lauren Allan – Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 
Tyler Allen – Undecided
Miguel Almazan – County College of Morris
Steven Almazan – Undecided
Desiray Aponte – Passaic County Community College
Randy Aponte – Passaic County Community College
Danielle Arndt – Undecided
Tatiana Arroyo – Undecided
Michelle Bakka – Caldwell University
William Barrett – William Paterson University
Samantha Beazley – Bloomsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania 
Alexander Beim – University of Richmond
Michael Bellavia Jr. – Undecided
Ashley Bowen – Passaic County Community College
Elizabeth Boyle – Montclair State University
Jackson Brizell – Wake Technical Community College
Jesse Burgos – Fortis Institute 
Hunter Butera – Milwaukee School of Engineering
Valerie Caddell – Artistic Academy
Craig Calderone – Undecided
Nicholas Colello – Undecided
Hannah Comia – William Paterson University
James Cotter – Monmouth University
Amber Davies – Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
Adair DeDios – Undecided
George Diaz – Undecided
Alexandria Draghi – Sacred Heart University
Afrim Dzila – Passaic County Community College
Amanda Egan – Fordham University
Juwan Evans – United States Army National Guard
Brenna Falvey – University of Delaware
Amber Marie Fessak – Undecided
Kristen Finger – Undecided 
Chelsee Firestone – Caldwell University
Kyle Flynn – Undecided
Colin Foster – Undecided
Brandon Frederickson – Monmouth University
Coleen Freer – Richard Stockton College of New Jersey
Brendan Gabriel – Passaic County Community College
Kurt Garcia – Rockland Community College
Jessie Geddings – Bergen Community College
Gabriela Gjorsoski – Undecided
Betsy Gomez – Undecided
Charles Goodwin – Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey
Carly Graf – Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 
Kaitlin Guggiari – Caldwell University 
Calyn Jaconetta – Bergen Community College
Amer Jarri – Medical University of Lodz
Caitlin Jenkins – Passaic County Community College
Krystina Jeron – Ramapo College of New Jersey
Kelvin Jimenez – Montclair State University
Juliet Juchnewich – Syracuse University
Arijeta Kaba – Ramapo College of New Jersey
Kevin Kazanowski – Employment
Sean Kesenheimer – Monmouth University

Marium Khan – Montclair State University
Caroline King – Sacred Heart University
Julieanne Kornberg – Culinary Institute of America
Daniel Lavin – United States Marine Corp
Rose Lesko – The University of Mississippi
Jonathan Ludwig – The College of New Jersey
Christopher Macaluso – Suffolk University
Ashley Mackoul – The Pennsylvania State University
Frank Magyar – Montclair State University
Atid Malka – Boston University
Joseph Marrella – Seton Hall University
Nicholas McCarthy – West Virginia University
Justin Milligan – Passaic County Community College
Nicolette Minneo – Caldwell University
Angelica Mirrer – County College of Morris
Brielle Mirrer – County College of Morris
Ashley Mohrle – Passaic County Community College
Salvatore Negrini – Undecided
Justin Nestle – Suffolk University
Hannah Nicklas – State University of New York, New 
Paltz
Christina Nicoletti – Ramapo College of New Jersey
Frank Obando – Montclair State University
Sabrina Obando – Undecided
Yilmaz Oncul – Undecided
Richard Osborne – Evangel University
Wade Palmer – Lincoln Technical Institute 
Laurie Pavero – Montclair State University 
Karina Pedraza – The College of New Jersey
Kayla Perez – William Paterson University
Chelsea Phillip – The College of New Jersey
Cloe-Lynn Pires – Undecided
Christopher Polhemus – Undecided
Paolo Punay – Montclair State University
Benjamin Qira – Undecided
Daniel Ramirez – New Jersey Institute of Technology
Michael Regina – William Paterson University 
Zackary Reiser – The College of New Jersey
Jonathan Rene – Lincoln Technical Institute 
Samantha Rhinesmith – Montclair State University
Jillian Schoonmaker – Bloomsburg University of Penn-
sylvania
Paolo Scrofani – Montclair State University
Christopher Senyk – William Paterson University

Ryan Shafer – The College of New Jersey
Joseph Shanaphy – American University
Christopher Shaw – Elizabethtown College
Tyler Soto – The University of Scranton
Oliver Suazo – Passaic County Community College
Ian Swain – Undecided
Elias Sweeney – Undecided
Ciara Tabak – Passaic County Community College
Anastasia Tamborrino – Elizabethtown College
Gareth Tarlo – Employment
Jordan Testino – Eastwick College
Jonathan Tobal – William Paterson University
Alexander Torres – Montclair State University
Angela Trajcevski – Ramapo College of New Jersey
Howard Vanderhoff – Bergen Community College
Sarah Verblaauw – Montclair State University
Brielle Welch – Parisian Beauty Academy
David Widdowson – Lehigh University
Jonathan Woodard-Leake – Undecided
Gabriel Yacoub – New Jersey Institute of Technology
Hannah Zadoyko – William Paterson University
Jordan Zappile – Ramapo College of New Jersey
Daniel Zavala – Montclair State University
Hadil Zeidan – Passaic County Community College
Carolyn Zhang – Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute


