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Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S.  Government and Politics 

Unit Title: Constitutional Underpinnings 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will examine the failures arising from the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation, the Constitutional Convention and the development of the Constitution, the 

arguments for and the creation of the Bill of Rights, the effect of the Supreme Court on the law 

and how the Constitution impacts all Americans today. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Language Arts 

21st century themes: Civic Literacy 

 

Holocaust Commission Mandate: curriculum addresses issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including 

bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust. 

 

Amistad Commission Mandate: http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/ 

 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire 
the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable 

students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in 

the 21st century. 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
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Content Statements 

• The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights were designed to provide a framework 

for the American system of government, while also protecting individual rights. 

• Debates about individual rights, states’ rights, and federal power shaped the development 

of the political institutions and practices of the new Republic. 

 The three branches of government work in a series of checks and balances with 

internal and external influences 

• Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of 

view, and multiple perspectives. 

• Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present 

solutions to controversial issues. 

 Discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions was the impetus 

for change, which resulted in revolution or reform. 

• Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of 

view, and multiple perspectives. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.1.A Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance  

structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and 

participatory government. 

6.1.12.A.2.a Assess the importance of the intellectual origins of the Foundational 

Documents (i.e., Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and Bill of 

Rights) and assess their importance on the spread of democracy around the 

world. 

6.1.12.A.2.b Compare and contrast state constitutions, including New Jersey’s 1776  

Constitution, with the United States Constitution, and determine their impact 

on the development of American constitutional government. 

6.1.12.A.2.c Compare and contrast the arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists 

during the ratification debates, and assess their continuing relevance 

6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of  

government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due process, 

rule of law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of 

people throughout time. 

6.1.12.A.3.d  Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national 

government and promoted national economic growth during this era 

6.2.12.A.3.b Relate the  

responses of various governments to pressure for self-government or self-

determination to subsequent reform or revolution 

6.2.12.D.3.a Explain how individuals and groups promoted revolutionary actions and 

brought about change during this time period. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why did the Articles of Confederation fail? 

 What was the immediate impact of Shays’ 

Rebellion? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Identify the key functions of government 

and why they matter 

 Define politics in the context of democratic 
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 What motivated the Framers? Were they 

elitists or pragmatists 

 Why create a republican form of government? 

 Why create a federal system of government? 

 What is the purpose of checks and balances 

and separation of powers?  

 Why are plurality systems democratic but 

unstable? 

government 

 Assess how citizens can have an impact on 

public policy and how policies can impact 

people 

 Identify the key principles of democracy 

and outline theories regarding how it works 

in practice and the challenges democracy 

faces today 

 Outline the central arguments over the 

debate of the proper size and scope of 

government 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Learn the Articles were too weak to serve as a viable government for a new nation 

 Know the important philosophers who influenced the Framers 

 The new government sought to balance state autonomy with a strong federal government 

 Learn how some of the vagaries of the document allows for it to change with the times 

 Know the amendments by era 

 Be aware of the “unwritten Constitution” and all that entails 

 Know about state and local governments and how they interact with the federal government 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment 

Students will answer a free response question from a released test. They will then peer review 

answers and revise for a final copy. The final copy will be graded by both the teacher and a peer 

using the AP scoring system. 

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, 

PowerPoint Presentations, Google, Various Websites both government and higher education 

based, AP website, Textbook test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

 RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 

defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a 

problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
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 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                       Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes 

 Debates  

 DBQ 

 Evaluation questions 

 Outlines 

 Create PowerPoints 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Articles and Convention 

 

14 days 

Lesson 2 

The Constitution 

 

14 days 

Lesson 3 

The Bill of Rights and the Amendments 

 

10 days 

Teacher Notes:  

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History 

Sourcebook, PowerPoint Presentations, Google, Various Websites both government and higher 

education based, AP website, Textbook test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S. Government 

Unit Title: Public Opinion and the Media 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  
In this unit, students will analyze the effects that media and public opinion plays in influencing 

the government. This will include a study of how politicians craft their messages in media. 

Attention will also be paid to the shift in media from traditional forms like newspapers to social 

media. There will also be a focus on the role of the 24 hour news media cycle. Students will 

attempt to identify bias in media reports and the role that plays in public opinion. They will study 

the role the media plays in shaping policy, its function as a government watchdog, and the 

seriousness, or lack thereof, in its coverage and analysis.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Fine and Performing Arts, 

Economics, Literature 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Financial and Economic Literacy 
Holocaust Commission Mandate: curriculum addresses issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including 

bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust. 

 

Amistad Commission Mandate: http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/ 

 

Unit Rationale 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/


6 

 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and 

skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, 

and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable 

students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 

democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed 

to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 

understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent 

in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Content Statements  

 Identify the basic political ideologies in the country 

 Determine the role that public opinion plays in mass media and government policy 

 Know which factors tend to which ideologies: race, region of the country, sex, etc. 

 Recognize the idea of political socialization and how that effects people and their ideas 

about government, etc.  

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.a 

  

 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in preventing one  

branch of national government from usurping too much power during  

contemporary times. 

6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the  

rights of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 

6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health,  

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups. 

6.1.12.A.14.d 

  

 

Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding  

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.C.14.a Use economic indicators to evaluate the effectiveness of state and national 

fiscal (i.e., government spending and taxation) and monetary (i.e., interest 

rates) policies. 

6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, public opinion, and  

political decisions. 

6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music,  

and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American culture. 

6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social issues in a  

global society. 

6.1.12.A.16.b Analyze government efforts to address intellectual property rights, personal  

privacy, and other ethical issues in science, medicine, and business that arise 
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from the global use of new technologies. 

6.1.12.A.16.c  Assess from various perspectives the effectiveness with which the United 

States government addresses economic issues that affect individuals, business, 

and/or other countries. 

6.3.12.C.1 Participate in a simulated meeting (e.g., President's Council, World  

Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF)), research evidence from  

multiple sources about an economic problem, (e.g., inflation,  

unemployment, deficit), and develop a plan of action. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What is public opinion? 

 What is the public agenda and how is it 

shaped? 

 How is public opinion measured? 

 What effect does the media have on 

public opinion, beliefs, and behavior? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Public opinion is measured by looking at 

saliency, intensity, and stability 

 Data about what people think come from 

polls, and many politicians base their 

decisions on data 

 There are several ideologies in America 

 Know which factors tend to lead to a person 

identifying why they chose that ideology 

 The role of the media in the perception of 

government create a public agenda 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify the most important elements of and sources for the American political culture 

 Compare and contrast ideologies 

 Evaluate and critique each political ideology 

 Assess the importance of political ideology in light of competing ideas and the 

contemporary American context 

 Determine what ideology they identify with, including internal and external factors that 

led them to that ideology 

 Discuss the role of the media, how it is changing, its influence, and the effect the 2016 

election will have on it in the future 

 

 

 

Evidence of Learning 

 

Summative Assessment: Students will create a chart detailing their own ideologies as well as 

five family members. Written explanations in essay form for their beliefs will come from student-

family member interviews. 

 

Equipment needed: none 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, 

PowerPoint Presentations, Google, Various Websites both government and higher 

education based, AP website, Textbook test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

• RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
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• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                     Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes 

 outlines  

 Graphic Organizers 

 Evaluation questions 

 Debate: conservative vs. liberal media 

 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 The Media, Polls, and Public 

Opinion 

 

14 days 

Lesson 2 Ideologies and Related Factors 

 

18 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, PowerPoint Presentations, 

Google, Various Websites both government and higher education based, AP website, Textbook 

test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S. Government 

Unit Title: Parties, Interest Groups, PACs and More 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  
In this unit, students will explore the characteristics of political parties in the United States, the 

functions of modern parties, ideas of coalitions, party realignment throughout history, ideological 

differences between the parties, and the growing influence of third parties and their candidates. 

Students will also study the role interest groups and lobbyists play in our republic, examine the 

pros and cons of their work, the influence they may have, limits on lobbying, and the rise of the 

PAC and SuperPAC. Special attention will be paid to the recent Citizens United ruling by the 
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Supreme Court and what that means for future elections. 527 groups will be discussed as a 

subcategory of this. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Economics 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 
Holocaust Commission Mandate: curriculum addresses issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including 

bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust. 

 

Amistad Commission Mandate: http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/ 

 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 

people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the 

skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 

understanding by working collaboratively to address challenges that are inherent in 

living in an interconnected world. 

 

Content Statements 

 How people exercise their political rights and power to try and influence policy 

 The role of parties in politics and the developing polarization of the country and how 

that is seen in government decisions and the votes cast by the American public 

 The warning of Washington in his farewell address and whether or not that has 

come to fruition 

 Students are aware of that which helped to guide the decisions made by their 

government 

 Students are also aware of their rights and responsibilities as citizens and the role 

they play in government 

 Students are aware of the role the U.S. has played in world history and its influence 

on the world 
 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in preventing one  

branch of national government from usurping too much power during  

contemporary times. 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
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6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the  

rights of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 

6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health,  

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups. 

6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding  

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.A.14.e Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, 

and local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern. 

6.3.12.A.14.f Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest  

groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy. 

6.1.12.A.14.g Analyze the impact of community groups and state policies that strive to 

increase the youth vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration forms in high 

schools). 

6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the  

individual against the need for national security. 

6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in  

government related to a particular issue(s) and share the plan with  

appropriate government officials. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What coalitions make up the main 

parties in the United States? 

 Why do third parties fail in the U.S.?  

 Why may they finally be on the rise? 

 Are there serious policy differences 

between Democrats and Republicans? 

 Who supports the parties and why? How 

may be changing? 

 How does the Constitution control 

special interests? 

 Are interest groups a threat to 

democracy? 

 What techniques do PACs use to get 

their message across? 

 How do interest groups achieve and 

exert their influence?  

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Parties are an integral part of the 

election process 

 Third parties can have an impact on 

platforms and elections 

 The two main parties often have some 

members who also support third parties 

 The two parties generally are at odds 

over the role of government 

 Interest groups try to influence 

government but are different from 

parties 

 PACs also play a role in elections and 

are monitored by the FEC 

 527 Groups are different from PACs 

and Interest Groups. Their role in 

elections is evolving 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze how demographic factors affect American politics 

 Categorize American interest groups into types 

 Describe lobbyists and the activities through which they seek to influence policy 

 Identify the ways interest groups use money in elections and assess efforts to regulate this 

spending 

 Trace changes in American political parties and identify four realigning elections 

 Explain party fundraising and expenditures, and assess their regulation 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (5 days):  

Students will work in pairs and side to argue in the Citizens United case. They will research the 
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background of the case and read the rulings of the courts. They will also research the 

ramifications the case has had on the elections process. They will then chose a side to argue in an 

Oxford style debate.  

 

Equipment needed: Computers for research 

Teacher Resources: Library 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

 RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                     Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes  

 Maps 

 DBQ 

 Evaluation questions 

 WeVideo project 

 Primary Source presentation 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Parties and elections 

 

15 days 

Lesson 2 

Interest Groups 

 

14 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, PowerPoint Presentations, 

Google, Various Websites both government and higher education based, AP website, Textbook 

test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S. Government 
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Unit Title: Elections and the Process 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  
In this unit students explore the process of elections. Students will examine the nomination 

process and the role of conventions in this process. Students will also analyze how campaigns are 

financed. Emphasis will be placed on the Electoral College and examine the pros and cons of this 

quirk of the American electoral process. Attention will also be paid to the media and how it can 

influence elections, with a focus on how the election of 2016 resets the role of the media and 

election coverage by the press. Finally ideas like voter mandates and split ticket voting will be 

visited and discussed.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Science, Mathematics 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy, Financial Literacy 
Holocaust Commission Mandate: curriculum addresses issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including 

bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust. 

 

Amistad Commission Mandate: http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/ 

 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 

people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge 

and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of 

people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 

knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 

ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

 

Content Statements 

 The election cycle is becoming a more constant part of lives in America because of 

the proliferation of social/24 hr. media 

 The nominations process provides a means to select candidates 

 Funding for campaigns has become vital as spending on campaigns continues to 

grow 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
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 Conventions provide a platform for parties and their candidates to reach the 

American public 

 The Electoral College plays a role that is misunderstood by many in the American 

public 

 The role of the media in elections is changing dramatically and is under the process 

of being reevaluated after the 2016 campaign 

 Election Day provides a barometer for the mood of the country and the direction 

that they would like to see it go in 
 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health,  

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups 

6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding  

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms 

6.2.12.A.14.e Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, 

and local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern 

6.2.12.A.14.f Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest  

groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy. 

6.2.12.A.14.g Analyze the impact of community groups and state policies that strive to 

increase the youth vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration forms in high 

schools). 

6.2.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the  

individual against the need for national security. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Does the media place too much 

emphasis on unimportant issues in 

campaigns? 

 Why do incumbents win at such high 

rates? 

 Why is voter turnout low in the U.S.? 

 What is the impact of primary 

elections? 

 Why do political parties have 

problems holding their coalitions 

together? 

 Why is soft money seen as a threat to 

elections? 

 Why did the Supreme Court have a 

problem with limits on PACs?  

 What accounts for the gender gap?  

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the election cycle works and its 

two phases: nomination and general 

elections 

 The changing need for candidates to 

use parties to gain attention and be 

viable candidates 

 The changing challenges to 

campaign finance and its legislation 

 The need to pivot from primary 

candidate to general election 

candidate 

 The changing role of the convention 

in the 21st century 

 The role of battleground states, the 

possible shift in party voting in said 

states, and their importance in the 

Electoral College 

 Pollsters, the media, and their 

changing roles in public perception 

after the 2016 election 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Assess the impact of mass media on the scope of government and democracy in America 

 Analyze the impact the media has on what policy issues Americans think about 
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 Assess the impact of mass media on the scope of government and democracy in America 

 List the criteria used when figuring out which stories become major news 

 Describe the changing role that polls play in politics and how campaigns are run 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessments (1 day) 

 Document Based Question from Released Test 

 

Equipment needed: None 

Teacher Resources: DBQ from test 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

 

• RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                      Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes  

 DBQ 

 

 Create Kahoots 

 Electoral College restructuring project 

 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Mass Media 

 

20 days 

Lesson 2 

Polls and Policy 

 

15 days 

Lesson 3 

The Electoral Process and the Electoral 

College 

 

25 days 

Teacher Notes:  
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Curriculum Development Resources 

YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, PowerPoint Presentations, 

Google, Various Websites both government and higher education based, AP website, Textbook 

test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S. Government 

Unit Title: Institutions of Government 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  
In this unit, students will analyze the institutions that make up the federal government. The 

structure of all three branches will be covered in depth, including an examination of voting rights 

and determination of representation (districting). The powers of each branch will be examined 

along with the federal bureaucracy and its many, many parts. The rules governing each branch 

will be studied. Notable legislation and Supreme Court cases will be discussed as will how the 

federal bureaucracy operates. Ideas about civil service, conflict of interest, and legislation to 

prevent it will also be addressed.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Literature 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 

people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

 6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 

to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, 

cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 

responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed 

to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 

understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent 

in living in an interconnected world. 
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Content Statements 

 The Federal Government operates under the idea of checks and balances. 

 Congress has powers that are legislative and non-legislative in nature that have an 

impact on the lives of Americans 

 There are many factors that play into how a member of Congress may vote 

 The office of the President also has formal and informal powers as defined by 

legislation and the Constitution 

 Within the office of the President, numerous cabinet positions exist to help govern 

and contribute to the federal bureaucracy 

 The judiciary system of the United States has many tiers with rules that vary from 

court to court, depending on the type of law 

 There is a process for a case to reach the Supreme Court 

 Within the federal bureaucracy there are many different regulatory agencies that 

also play a part in the lives of American citizens 

 Rules have been put in place to provide a politically neutral civil service to prevent 

government abuses 

  
 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in preventing one  

branch of national government from usurping too much power during  

contemporary times. 

6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the  

rights of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 

6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health,  

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups. 

6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding  

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.A.14.e Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, 

and local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern. 

6.1.12.A.14.f Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest  

groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy. 

6.1.12.A.14.g Analyze the impact of community groups and state policies that strive to 

increase the youth vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration forms in high 

schools). 

6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the  

individual against the need for national security. 

6.2.12.C.4.a Analyze government responses to the Great Depression and their consequences,  

including the growth of fascist, socialist, and communist movements and the  

effects on capitalist economic theory and practice 

6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in  

government related to a particular issue(s) and share the plan with  

appropriate government officials. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why do congressional incumbents have an 

advantage over challengers? 

 Why did the Supreme Court strike down 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the Congressional power structure 

works and its influence on policy 

 The tasks Congress performs on a daily 
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majority-minority voting districts? 

 Why does Congress maintain a seniority 

system? 

 What is it about the way Congress operates 

that promotes factionalism? 

 Why has it been argued that Congress 

contributes to the fragmentation of policy 

making? 

 Why do we hate Congress, but love our 

Congressperson? 

 Why would members of Congress vote against 

campaign finance? 

 Why would the Senate engage in a filibuster? 

 What are the powers of the leaders of the 

Senate and the House?  

 What effects have the cost of campaigning had 

on the legislative process?  

basis 

 The role of the President in the legislative 

process 

 The role of the Judiciary in the legislative 

process 

 The growth of the regulative state as well 

as its role in American society 

 The role of the bureaucracy in American 

government 

 The role of the three branches and how 

they function within the role of checks and 

balances 

 How the civil service operates and rules 

designed to keep it a neutral body for the 

American people 

 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Compare and contrast the leadership systems used in the House and the Senate, and explain 

how work is done through the Congressional committees 

 Identify the ways a bill becomes a law 

 Evaluate the influence of citizens on the legislative process 

 Evaluate the controversies surrounding presidents’ assertions of additional executive powers 

 Characterize the various roles that presidents play 

 Outline the pros and cons of bureaucratic administration and its constitutional roots 

 Identify four types of federal organizations 

 Evaluate the bureaucracy’s effectiveness 

 Outline the federal court system 

 Trace the process by which Supreme Court decisions are reached, and assess influences on this 

process 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (10 days)  

Student will compare various acts by either the federal government or agency and assess the 

impact that it has had on the American people both pro and con. Any court rulings stemming 

from their policies will also be examined. In doing so, students will write a paper or construct a 

media presentation that depicts the effects on the American people 

 

 

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Library 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

 

•  RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
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• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments                                      Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes  

 DBQ 

 WeVideo creation 

 Group PowerPoint 

 Primary Sources 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Congress 

 

12 days 

Lesson 2 

Presidency 

 

10 days 

Lesson 3 

Judiciary 

 

8 days 

Lesson 4 

The Bureaucracy 

 

7 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, PowerPoint 

Presentations, Google, Various Websites both government and higher education based, AP 

website, Textbook test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: AP U.S. Government and Politics 

Unit Title: Public Policy 

Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12 

Unit Summary  
In this unit, students will examine how public policy is created. What the agenda is and how the 

policy will be formulated and adopted is researched. The obstacles that need to be overcome to 

implement policies will also be investigated. Ideas on economic policy will be explored including 

the fight between the Austrian model and the Keynesian model. Trade policy will be addressed 
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including the ramifications from policies like NAFTA. Domestic policies like Social Security and 

welfare will be examined. Finally the recent developments in government subsidized health care 

will be debated.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Mathematics, Science 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 

people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

 6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 

to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, 

cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 

responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed 

to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 

understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent 

in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Content Statements 

 Political ideology plays a role in creating an agenda for public policy 

 The public can be fickle, so any policy must be acted on in such a manner that public 

focus isn’t lost 

 Public policy formation and adoption can happen in a number of ways 

 Policy implementation puts the policy into effect and is now enforced by the 

government 

 Policy evaluation examines the policy for positive or negative impact on the people 

 Policy fragmentation can lead to an incoherent policy and never allow the policy to 

be fully implemented 

 Rightly or wrongly, presidents are saddled with the strength of the economy 

 Various economic theories such as Keynesian models have played a part in the 

formation of public policy 

 Fiscal policy will have an impact on the economy 

 Monetary policy is controlled by the Federal Reserve and also impacts the economy 
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 There are several agencies and committees that control fiscal policy 

 Trade policy and its effects on the people are being reexamined in light of the 2016 

elections 

 Domestic policy includes social welfare programs which can have positive or negative 

impacts depending on your point of view 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health,  

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups 

6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding  

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.A.14.e Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, 

and local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern.          

6.1.12.A.14.f Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest  

groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy 

6.1.12.C.14.c Analyze economic trends, income distribution, labor participation (i.e.,  

employment, the composition of the work force), and government and consumer  

debt and their impact on society. 

6.1.12.C.14.b Judge to what extent government should intervene at the local,  

state, and national levels on issues related to the economy. 

6.1.12.C.14.a Use economic indicators to evaluate the effectiveness of state and national fiscal  

(i.e., government spending and taxation) and monetary (i.e., interest rates)  

policies. 

6.1.12.D.14.c Determine the impact of the changing role of labor unions on the economy, 

politics, and employer-employee relationships. 

6.2.12.A.6.b Analyze the relationships and tensions between national sovereignty and global 

interest in matters such as territory, economic development, use of natural 

resources, and human rights. 

6.2.12.C.6.b Compare and contrast demographic trends in industrialized and developing 

nations, and evaluate the potential impact of these trends on the economy, 

political stability, and use of resources. 

6.3.12.D.2 Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and  

historical perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible  

actions. 

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 

security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why do poor people have the least 

political power in the U.S.? 

 What role does federalism play in 

the implementation of social welfare 

policy? 

 Why is it so difficult to pass social 

welfare policy? 

 Why are entitlements programs 

always a threat to the budget-

making process? 

 Why can it be said that the 

president is a secondary player 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How federal monetary policy is formed 

 The role political ideology plays in forming 

policy 

 The effect monetary policy has on the 

creation of federal budgets and tax policy 

 The impact of social policy on the budget 

process and financial policy focusing 

specifically on entitlement programs 

 The economic theories that influence U.S. 

monetary policy 

 The role of trade in U.S. policy and budgets 
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when it comes to the economy? 

 Why is it so difficult to write a 

budget for the U.S.? 

 How can the president use the 

budget-making process to control 

his policy initiatives?  

 

 The role of the federal bureaucracy plays in 

the implementation of policy, additional 

layers of administration and regulation that 

may be added 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Outline the budgetary process and explain the role politics plays 

 Assess the impact of democratic politics on budgetary growth and of the budget on the scope of 

the government 

 Analyze federal expenditures and the growth of the budget 

 Describe the sources of funding for the federal government and assess the consequences of tax 

expenditures and borrowing 

 Describe the federal bureaucrats and how they obtain their jobs 

 Differentiate the four types of agencies into which the federal bureaucracy is organized 

 Identify the factors that influence the effectiveness of bureaucratic implementation of public 

policy 

 Describe how bureaucratic agencies regulate, and assess deregulation and alternative 

approaches to regulation 

 Identify the means of controlling the bureaucracy and assess the role of iron triangles 

 Assess the role of unelected bureaucrats in American democracy and the impact of the 

bureaucracy on the scope of government 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (10 days) 

Student will analyze and debate the effectiveness of the bureaucratic state of America. The 

exercise will culminate in a written paper and an in-class debate discussing the need to maintain 

the state or to shrink it.  

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Primary Sources, Secondary Sources of Various Political and 

Economic Writers 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

 

• RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
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• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

Formative Assessments                                     Alternative Assessments 

 Tests/quizzes 

 outlines  

 

 Create Kahoots 

 Primary Sources exchange project 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Budget and Budgetary Process 

 

18 days 

Lesson 2 

Trade and Financial Policy 

 

15 days 

Lesson 3 

The Bureaucracy, Policy and Politics 

 

20 days 

Teacher Notes:  
 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

YouTube, Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook, PowerPoint Presentations, 

Google, Various Websites both government and higher education based, AP website, Textbook 

test website, Princeton Review test prep book 

 

 

 

 

Content Area Unit 

Name 

Social Studies 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Mathematics, Technology, and English Arts, Science 

Core Instructional 

Materials  

including digital 

tools 

Textbooks, Classroom Resources, Digital Tools 

21st Century Themes 

and Skills 
 

 

For information related to the 12 Career Ready Practices follow the links below:  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf 

 

Personal Financial Literacy 9.1 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf  

 

Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 9.2 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf  

 

Career and Technical Education 9.3 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf  

 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 

K-2:  Navigate provided URL’S, Use basic word processing to create and illustrate a 

simple story, Work collaboratively with peers on project, Use digital tools to explore an 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf
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8.2 Technology 

Education, 

Engineering, Design, 

and Computational 

Thinking - 

Programming 
 

 

 

issue and design solution for a problem, Identify how technology improves life, Use 

digital tools to design an approach to solving problems. 

 

3-5:  Peers collaborate to produce text about current events; Understand the 

consequences for inappropriate use of technology and social media, Apply engineering 

designs to data collection and solutions, Understand how technology evolves based on 

need and cultural influences. 

 

6-8: Select appropriate technology and applications to create publication on global topic, 

Use technology and social media responsibly, Employ a wide range of digital resources 

to collect data and form solutions, Identify the forces that come into play for further 

development of technology; apply engineering design process to real world problems. 

 

9-12:  Create and edit multi-page document for public presentation. 

 

 

 

Considerations for classified students: 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified students 

based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special education teacher 

will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the students, informing the class room 

teacher of the modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.  

 

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on disability, preferential 

seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying 

directions.   

 

In-class Assessments: 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should modify tests 

for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education classroom or completed with the 

inclusion teacher in another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately 

according to the IEP. 

 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance with their IEP.   

 

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency level.  

Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs with the 

assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content learning. 
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 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and instructional strategies that 

support language and learning goals for all students.  This approach to teaching aligns with preparing 

students with college and career ready skills. 

The SIOP Model components:  

1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education teacher will be 

responsible for identifying language objectives and additional instructional strategies that improve 

proficiency in English and academic success of ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary 

scaffolds to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons 

that are aligned to District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and 

ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

 

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –  

 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with connections to their native language, 

native language text and/or resources, graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, 

cloze activities, modeling, working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) 

or specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content language talk and 

grade level modeling. 

 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an understanding of academic 

language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions show an 

attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content vocabulary and Linguistic 

Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with new vocabulary 

(adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and develop English 

fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support student’s English 

Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education teachers to provide appropriate 

differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US
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Considerations for At Risk Students: 

 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee works to 

understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and to create and 

implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a copy of the 

plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are academic as well as behavioral 

goals that are listed for the students with recommended strategies unique to each individual. 

 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the student 

improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies consistent with the needs 

of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified timeframe for the plan. 

 

Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students in their class.  

The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with the student’s ability and 

learning modality.  

 

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide student with opportunity 

for one on one time for clarification. 

 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations within the 

framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold student to defined consequences for not completing 

work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing assignments is 

unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.  

 If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments. 

 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a variety 

of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s ability in mind.  

 
 
 

 

 


