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Unit Overview  

Content Area: 60s to the Future 

Unit Title: The Turmoil of the 60s 

Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 

Unit Summary  

In this unit students explore the momentous changes of the 1960s. Beginning with Kennedy’s New 

Frontier and continuing through Johnson’s Great Society, the unit will focus on the Civil Rights 

movement, social change and the Vietnam War. Additionally, a chronological analysis of the events under 

each of the three presidents will allow students to understand the dramatic events that shaped this critical 

time period.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life 

and Careers. 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Amistad Commission Mandate: http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/ 

 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in 

such an endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, 

including the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences 

of historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will 

contribute to individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we 

study the past in order to grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire 
the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how 
past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 
across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 
make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world 
citizens in the 21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
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promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Content Statements for Standard 6.1 

*The Kennedy and Johnson administrations created significant social change in the U.S.. 

* The continuation of the Civil Rights movement resulted in the expansion of rights and at the same 

time contributed to social upheaval. 

* American involvement in the Vietnam War would influence foreign and domestic policy for 

decades. 

*Supreme Court decisions under Warren reflect the more liberal thinking of the time. 

Content Statement for Standard 6.2 

*The U.S. experience in Vietnam provides students with a solid basis of comparison when evaluating 

modern conflicts with smaller nations. 

* Cold War tension during the 60’s with both the USSR and China involve political and economic 

ideology and the abuse of human rights. 

Content Statement for Standard 6.3 

*The lessons of the Civil Rights movement can directly impact the thinking of students in terms of 

tolerance and socioeconomic realities. 

Content Statement for Standard 6.2 

Technological innovation, economic interdependence, changes in population growth, migratory 

patterns, and the development, distribution and use of natural resources offer unique challenges. 

 

Content Statement for Standard 6.3 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 

 Determine the credibility and value of information. 

 Analyze and propose solutions. 

 Work collaboratively to solve problems. 

 Critically analyze information. 

 Communicate through written and oral arguments to present solutions. 

 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.12a Analyze ideological differences and other factors that 
contributed to the Cold War and to United States involvement 

in conflicts intended to contain communism, including the 
Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War 

6.1.12.A.12b Examine constitutional issues involving war powers, as they 

relate to United States military intervention in the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, and other conflicts.                       

6.1.12.C.12.d Assess the role of the public and private sectors in promoting 

economic growth and ensuring economic stability. 
                      

6.1.12.D.12.d Compare and contrast American public support of the 

government and military during the Vietnam War with that of 
other conflicts.                      
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6.1.12.D.12.e Analyze the role that media played in bringing information to 

the American public and shaping public attitudes toward the 
Vietnam War. 

6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 

Supreme Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting 

Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. 

Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities. 
                                            

6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic 

measures (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) 
as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights. 

6.1.12.C.13.c Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was 

enacted to end poverty in the 1960s and today by assessing 
the economic impact on the economy.                      
                      

6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil Rights 

Movement, and evaluate their legacies.                       
                      

6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the 

Constitution to define the rights of the individual, and 

evaluate the impact on public policies.                       
                      

6.1.12.A.15.b 

 

Determine the effectiveness of the United States in pursuing 

national interests while also attempting to address global 
political, economic, and social problems.                       

 

6.1.12.D.15.b 

Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United 

States regarding United States foreign policy.                       
                      

6.2.12.A.5.a Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies 

between the United States and the USSR resulted in a cold 
war, the formation of new alliances, and periodic military 
clashes. 

6.2.12.B.5.a Determine the impact of geography on decisions made by the 

Soviet Union and the United States to expand and protect 
their spheres of influence 

6.2.12.C.5.c Assess the impact of the international arms race, the space 

race, and nuclear proliferation on international politics from 
multiple perspectives. 

6.2.12.D.5.a Relate the lingering effects of colonialism to the efforts of 

Latin American, African, and Asian nations to build stable 
economies and national identities.                       
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6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and 

laws affecting national security and/or individual civil 
rights/privacy.                                             

  

Unit Essential Questions 

o What factors contributed to 

Kennedy’s election in 1960? 

o What crisis developed over Cuba? 

o How did JFK handle foreign 

policy issues related to the 

communists? 

o What was the domestic agenda of 

the New Frontier? 

o What controversy surrounded the 

assassination? 

o What were the goals of the Great 

Society? 

o What reforms were instituted by 

the Warren Court? 

o How does the Great Society affect 

America today? 

 How did the USA become involved in the 

Vietnam conflict? 

 How did Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson 

expand the American commitment to 

Vietnam? 

 What were the tactics of the Vietcong and 

NVA and how did they compare with the 

strategy of U.S. forces? 

 What was the impact of the war on American 

society? 

 To what degree was the Vietnam conflict a 

working class war? 

 What was the impact of the anti-war 

movement? 

 What was the effect of the Tet Offensive? 

 What events in 1968 led to further turbulence? 

1. What were the goals of those 

involved in sit-ins and freedom 

rides? 

2. How did JFK handle the civil 

rights movement? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the Vietnam War still effects American 

Foreign Policy 

 How the U.S. changed as a result of the social, 

political and economic events of the 60s 

 How the civil rights movement changed 

American attitudes and behavior as they relate 

to race 
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3. What events led up to the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964? 

4. How did the civil rights 

movement in the south compare 

with that of the north? 

 What was the philosophy of the radical civil 

rights leaders of the 60’s 

  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the causes, events and results of the Vietnam War 

 Determine the impact of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. 

 Compare the Civil rights movement of the 60s with that of the 70s. 

 Evaluate the roots and results of the rebellious movements of the 1960s. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (4 days) Student will be divided into design teams to create YouTube videos 

detailing an event related to the Vietnam War, The Civil Rights movement, the Kennedy presidency or the 

Johnson presidency. Videos will be played to the entire class with summative analysis and Q and A.  

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player, student laptops 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Ken Burns: Vietnam, Netflix 

 

Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 WeVideo 

 Debates  

 Storyboard for video clip 

 Evaluation questions 

 Outlines 

 RST 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

The JFK/LBJ years 

 

9 days 

Lesson 2 

Vietnam 

 

13 days 

Lesson 3 

Civil rights in the 60s 

 

8 days 

Teacher Notes:  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/ 

 

 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

• RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/
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• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Malaise of the 1970s 

Target Course/Grade Level: 60’s to the Present 11/12 

Unit Summary  

In this unit students explore the difficulties faced by the U.S. through Cold War realities, foreign affairs, political 

scandal and socio-economic crisis. Additionally, a chronological analysis of the events under each of the three 

presidents will allow students to understand this critical time period.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life and 

Careers. 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for participation 

in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in such an endeavor is the 

need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, including the rights and 

responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences of 

historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will contribute to 

individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we study the past in order to 

grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions 
of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, 
national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge 
and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of 
people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 
ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the 
skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address challenges that are 
inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Content Statements 
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* The Nixon presidency marks a turn toward conservatism. 

*The Watergate scandal will lead to further distrust in government. 

*Ford and Carter will try to restore honesty and trust while battling economic turmoil. 

*The nation attempts to balance environmental concerns with economic growth. 

*The Middle East will become of great concern to American foreign policy. 

*The U.S. experience in Vietnam provides students with a solid basis of comparison when evaluating modern 

conflicts with smaller nations. 

* Cold War tension during the 70’s with both the USSR and China involve political and economic ideology 

and the abuse of human rights. 

 

Content Statement for Standard 6.1 

*The lessons of the Civil Rights movement can directly impact the thinking of students in terms of tolerance 

and socioeconomic realities. 

Content Statement for Standard 6.2 

Technological innovation, economic interdependence, changes in population growth, migratory patterns, and 

the development, distribution and use of natural resources offer unique challenges. 

 

Content Statement for Standard 6.3 

Active citizens in the 21st century: 

 Determine the credibility and value of information. 

 Analyze and propose solutions. 

 Work collaboratively to solve problems. 

 Critically analyze information. 

 Communicate through written and oral arguments to present solutions. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in 

preventing one branch of national government from usurping too 
much power during contemporary times. 

6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties 

regarding spending priorities, the role of government in the 
economy, and social reforms.                                             

6.1.12.C.14.c Analyze economic trends, income distribution, labor participation 

(i.e., employment, the composition of the work force), and 
government and consumer debt and their impact on society 

6.1.12.D.14.a Determine the relationship between United States domestic and 

foreign policies. 

6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with 

gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met 
their goals of equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
                                            

6.1.12.A.15.c Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing peaceful relations, 
alliances, and global agreements with other nations.                  

6.1.12.A.15.d Assess the impact of the arms race and the proliferation of 

nuclear weapons on world power, security, and national foreign 
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policy. 
 

 6.1.12.C.15.a Relate the role of America’s dependence on foreign oil to its 
economy and foreign policy 

6.1.12.D.15.c Explain how and why religious tensions and historic differences in 

the Middle East have led to international conflicts, and analyze 
the effectiveness of United States policy and actions in bringing 
peaceful resolutions to the region. 

6.1.12.C.16.a Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and 
emerging technologies on individuals and nations.    

6.2.12.A.5.a Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies 

between the United States and the USSR resulted in a cold war, 
the formation of new alliances, and periodic military clashes. 

6.2.12.B.5.a Determine the impact of geography on decisions made by the 

Soviet Union and the United States to expand and protect their 
spheres of influence 

6.2.12.C.5.c Assess the impact of the international arms race, the space race, 
and nuclear proliferation on international politics from multiple 
perspectives. 

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws 
affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/privacy. 
                                            

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did the U.S. end its commitment in Vietnam? 

What events led to Nixon’s resignation? 

 How did presidents’ Ford and Carter handle the 

dislocation of the decade? 

 What international events deepened American 

disillusionment during the decade? 

 What events in the Middle East would affect modern 

day America? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the U.S. changed as a result of the social, political 

and economic events of the 70s 

 How the poor economy of the seventies can be compared 

with modern economic events. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the continuation of the women’s movement. 

 Determine the effectiveness of Nixon’s domestic and foreign policy initiatives. 

 Examine how Nixon led the U.S. in a conservative direction. 

 Understand how Watergate presented a serious constitutional crisis. 

 Analyze the domestic and foreign policies of the Ford and Carter administrations. 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3 days) 

Students will construct ‘State of the Decade’ speeches that encompass social, economic and political events from the 

entire decade. Speeches can be delivered in person, on DVD or via a YouTube link. 
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Equipment needed: Classroom computer, student laptops 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Netflix 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Nixon and Watergate 

 

9 days 

Lesson 2 

Vietnam to the Cold War 

 

13 days 

Lesson 3 

Environmental Concerns vs. Economic Growth 

 

8 days 

Teacher Notes: n/a 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/ 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: 60s to the Future 

Unit Title: To the Modern Era 

Target Course/Grade Level: 11/12 

Unit Summary 

This Unit will explore the conservative policies of Reagan and Bush along with the winding down of the Cold War. 

Additionally, students will analyze the Clinton Administration and the onset of the War on Terror. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Music, Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers 

21st century themes: Global awareness, civic literacy 

Unit Rationale Among the goals of the Pompton Lakes Social Studies Department is to prepare students for 

participation in democratic life and the democratic-republican form of government. Inherent in such an 

endeavor is the need to analyze the many ways that government institutions operate, including the rights 

and responsibilities of citizens in a pluralistic society.  

 In a pragmatic sense, students must examine and understand the causes and consequences of 

historical events and make connections that identify developmental trends. Such training will contribute to 

individual, intellectual development and enlightenment. Indeed, in this unit, we study the past in order to 

grasp the present and predict the future. 

 

 

Learning Targets 

 Standards Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions 
of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/
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fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, 
national, and global communities.  

 Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge 
and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of 
people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 
ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the 
skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address challenges that are 
inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

 

Content Statements 

6.1 

A conservative movement would sweep the country in the 1980s. 

Reaganomics will dominate 1980s economic thinking. 

Increased defense spending will coincide with a rising deficit. 

AIDS, abortion, drug abuse and an urban crisis will damper the enthusiasm of an improved economy. 

The Cold War will end in 1991. 

The Reagan Administration would find trouble in Central America. 

The U.S. would follow an aggressive foreign policy into the Gulf War. 

The Clinton presidency would try to make government more responsive to the people. 

The new global economy would change America. 

The events of September 11th 2001 would forever change the country. 

6.2 

Decolonization, the emergence of new independent nations, and competing ideologies changed the political 

landscape and national identities of those involved, and sometimes included military confrontations and violations of 

human rights 

6.3 

•Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, and multiple 

perspectives. 

•Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.14.c   Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health, welfare, and 

citizenship status of individuals and groups.     

6.1.12.A.14.d   Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding spending priorities, 

the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the individual against 

the need for national security. 

6.1.12.C.14.a Use economic indicators to evaluate the effectiveness of state and national fiscal (i.e., 

government spending and taxation) and monetary (i.e., interest rates) policies. 

6.1.12.C.14.c Analyze economic trends, income distribution, labor participation (i.e., employment, the 

composition of the work force), and government and consumer debt and their impact on society. 

6.1.12.D.14.b Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of continuing urban tensions and 

violence. 
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6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender preferences, and 

individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, politics, and 

society. 

6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, public opinion, and political decisions.   

6.1.12.A.15.a Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism in Eastern European countries and the 

Soviet Union, and determine how the fall influenced the global power structure. 

6.1.12.A.15.c Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing peaceful relations, alliances, and global agreements 

with other nations. 

6.1.12.A.15.d Assess the impact of the arms race and the proliferation of nuclear weapons on world power, 

security, and national foreign policy. 

6.1.12.A.15.f Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the economic and 

democratic growth of developing nations. 

6.1.12.C.15.b Assess economic priorities related to international and domestic needs, as reflected in the national 

budget. 

6.1.12.D.15.b Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United States regarding United States foreign 

policy. 

6.1.12.D.15.c Explain how and why religious tensions and historic differences in the Middle East have led to 

international conflicts, and analyze the effectiveness of United States policy and actions in 

bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.   

6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and 

government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United States and other 

nations to prevent terrorism. 

6.1.12.A.16.a Determine the impact of media and technology on world politics during this time period. 

6.1.12.C.16.c Assess the impact of international trade, global business organizations, and overseas competition 

on the United States economy and workforce. 

6.1.12.D.16.c Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the rich and poor, 

and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 

6.2.12.A.5.d Analyze the causes and consequences of mass killings (e.g., Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Somalia, and Sudan), and evaluate the responsibilities of the world community in 

response to such events. 

6.2.12.B.5.a Determine the impact of geography on decisions made by the Soviet Union and the United States 

to expand and protect their spheres of influence.   

6.2.12.C.5.a Explain how and why Western European countries and Japan achieved rapid economic recovery 

after World War II. 

6.2.12.C.5.b Compare and contrast free market capitalism, Western European democratic socialism, and 

Soviet communism. 

6.2.12.C.5.c Assess the impact of the international arms race, the space race, and nuclear proliferation on 

international politics from multiple perspectives. 

6.2.12.D.5.c Assess the influence of television, the Internet, and other forms of electronic communication on 

the creation and diffusion of cultural and political information, worldwide. 

6.2.12.A.6.c Analyze why terrorist movements have proliferated, and evaluate their impact on governments, 

individuals, and societies. 

6.2.12.C.6.a Evaluate efforts of governmental, nongovernmental, and international organizations to address 

economic imbalances and social inequalities. 

6.2.12.C.6.d Determine how the availability of scientific, technological, and medical advances impacts the 

quality of life in different countries. 
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6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security and/or 

individual civil rights/privacy.                                             

Unit Essential Questions 

 What caused the nation to swing toward 

conservatism in the 1980s/ 

 How do Reagan’s economic programs still impact 

the U.S. today? 

 How did conservative policies of the 80s impact 

minorities and women? 

 What changes in the communist world brought 

about an end to the Cold War? 

 What lasting impact came out of the 1st Gulf War? 

 How did Clinton face domestic and foreign policy 

issues? 

 What immigration issues continue to challenge the 

U.S.? 

 How have the events of 9/11 2001 and the War on 

Terror impacted the U.S.? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Reagan’s social and economic conservatism remains a 

major ideological force today. 

 The Cold war came to an end in the late 80s/early 90’s only 

to be replaced by an aggressive foreign policy approach in 

the Persian Gulf 

 America saw drastic economic changes due in part to 

shifting norms in the workplace and high technology 

industries. 

 The U.S. continues to struggle with social, political, 

military and economic concerns in the Middle East. 

 The Trump Administration continues to alter the dynamics 

of domestic and foreign policy in unique ways. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Determine the causes of the conservative backlash of the 1980s 

 Summarize the fundamental components of Reaganomics 

 Analyze the experience of women and minorities during the 80s 

 Determine the causes of the downfall of communism 

 Summarize the causes of Middle East tension and predict the future as it relates to the war on terror 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3 days) 

Conduct a debate concerning social and economic issues of the 1980s. Students will be grouped into competing 

liberal, conservative and moderate groups and forward their policies. One group will serve as the jury.  

 

Formative Assessments                                  Alternative Assessment 

Test/quizzes                                                     WeVideo                                                  

Worksheets                                                      Create PowerPoint 

 

Equipment needed: student laptops/online textbook 

Teacher Resources:  

Library, Internet, YouTube, Netflix 

https://www.911memorial.org/museum 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Reaganomics 

 

9 days 

Lesson 2 

Foreign Policy & Economics 

 

13 days 

Lesson 3 

September 11 

 

8 days 

https://www.911memorial.org/museum
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Teacher Notes: n/a 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/ 

https://www.911memorial.org/museum 

 
 

NJSLS-ELA Companion Standards:  

• RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

• RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

• RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Content Area Unit 

Name 

Social Studies 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Mathematics, Technology, and English Arts, Science 

Core Instructional 

Materials  

including digital 

tools 

Textbooks, Classroom Resources, Digital Tools 

21st Century Themes 

and Skills 
 

 

For information related to the 12 Career Ready Practices follow the links below:  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf 

 

Personal Financial Literacy 9.1 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf  

 

Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 9.2 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf  

 

Career and Technical Education 9.3 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf  

 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

8.2 Technology 

Education, 

Engineering, Design, 

K-2:  Navigate provided URL’S, Use basic word processing to create and illustrate a 

simple story, Work collaboratively with peers on project, Use digital tools to explore an 

issue and design solution for a problem, Identify how technology improves life, Use 

digital tools to design an approach to solving problems. 

 

3-5:  Peers collaborate to produce text about current events; Understand the 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/
https://www.911memorial.org/museum
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf
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and Computational 

Thinking - 

Programming 
 

 

 

consequences for inappropriate use of technology and social media, Apply engineering 

designs to data collection and solutions, Understand how technology evolves based on 

need and cultural influences. 

 

6-8: Select appropriate technology and applications to create publication on global topic, 

Use technology and social media responsibly, Employ a wide range of digital resources 

to collect data and form solutions, Identify the forces that come into play for further 

development of technology; apply engineering design process to real world problems. 

 

9-12:  Create and edit multi-page document for public presentation. 

 

 

 

Considerations for classified students: 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified students 

based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special education teacher 

will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the students, informing the class room 

teacher of the modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.  

 

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on disability, preferential 

seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying 

directions.   

 

In-class Assessments: 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should modify tests 

for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education classroom or completed with the 

inclusion teacher in another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately 

according to the IEP. 

 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance with their IEP.   

 

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency level.  

Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs with the 

assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content learning. 

 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
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The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and instructional strategies that 

support language and learning goals for all students.  This approach to teaching aligns with preparing 

students with college and career ready skills. 

The SIOP Model components:  

1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education teacher will be 

responsible for identifying language objectives and additional instructional strategies that improve 

proficiency in English and academic success of ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary 

scaffolds to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons 

that are aligned to District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and 

ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

 

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –  

 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with connections to their native language, 

native language text and/or resources, graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, 

cloze activities, modeling, working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) 

or specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content language talk and 

grade level modeling. 

 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an understanding of academic 

language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions show an 

attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content vocabulary and Linguistic 

Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with new vocabulary 

(adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and develop English 

fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support student’s English 

Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education teachers to provide appropriate 

differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US
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Considerations for At Risk Students: 

 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee works to 

understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and to create and 

implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a copy of the 

plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are academic as well as behavioral 

goals that are listed for the students with recommended strategies unique to each individual. 

 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the student 

improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies consistent with the needs 

of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified timeframe for the plan. 

 

Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students in their class.  

The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with the student’s ability and 

learning modality.  

 

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide student with opportunity 

for one on one time for clarification. 

 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations within the 

framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold student to defined consequences for not completing 

work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing assignments is 

unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.  

 If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments. 

 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a variety 

of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s ability in mind.  


