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Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: Colonization and Settlement   

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will trace the development of the first English settlements in North America.  Reasons for their 

establishment as well as challenges faced by the colonists will be explored.  Students will examine the evolving 

political, economic, and social relationship between England and the Thirteen Colonies.  They will analyze the 

emergence of and reasons for differing regions within British North America. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

There were several reasons why Europeans became interested in the Americas from 1450 to 1500. Economic and 

political factors were dominant. The French settled in Canada and eventually turned to trapping and fur trading. 

Overcrowding in England and religious persecution were both factors in driving some Englishmen toward America. In 

the Jamestown colony indentured servants and the first slaves brought to the Americas made up a majority of the 

workforce. The Massachusetts Bay colony was established in 1629 by the Puritans; Governor John Winthrop 

envisioned the colony as a "city upon a hill." Religious dissent led to the founding of several more New England 

colonies. The ecosystem of the Americas was drastically altered by the Europeans.  The economic theory of 

mercantilism, which held that a state should be as economically self-sufficient as possible, helped to motivate England 

and other European powers to discover and develop colonies, as colonies could provide raw materials. The triangular 

trade system tied together the economies of Europe, the Americas, and Africa and brought slaves to the Americas. The 

Salem Witch Trials in Massachusetts were a result of social unrest existing in the Massachusetts colony. Wars between 

the European powers spilled over into the Americas during this period, with Native American tribes cultivated as allies 

by either the English or the French. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such 

knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 

values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 

cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 

world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens 

who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are 

inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 North American Colonial societies adapted European governmental, economic, and cultural institutions and 

ideologies to meet their needs in the New World.  

 The methods of and motivations for exploration and conquest resulted in increased global interactions, 

differing patterns of trade, colonization, and conflict among nations. 

 Colonization was inspired by the desire to have access to resources and markets, often at the expense of the 

indigenous culture, population, and environment. 

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, and multiple 

perspectives. 
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 Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an interconnected world. 

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, and multiple 

perspectives. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance structure to fit their 

ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government. 

6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political rights.   

6.1.12.B.1.a Explain how geographic variations (e.g., climate, soil conditions, and other natural resources) 

impacted economic development in the New World.     

6.1.12.C.1.a Explain how economic ideas and the practices of mercantilism and capitalism conflicted during 

this time period.   

6.1.12.C.1.b Determine the extent to which natural resources, labor systems (i.e., the use of indentured 

servants, African slaves, and immigrant labor), and entrepreneurship contributed to economic 

development in the American colonies. 

6.1.12.D.1.a Assess the impact of the interactions and conflicts between native groups and North American 

settlers. 

6.2.12.B.1.a Explain major changes in world political boundaries between 1450 and 1770, and assess the 

extent of European political and military control in Africa, Asia, and the Americas by the mid-

18th century. 

6.2.12.B.1.b Determine the role of natural resources, climate, and topography in European exploration, 

colonization, and settlement patterns. 

6.2.12.C.1.b Trace the movement of essential commodities (e.g., sugar, cotton) from Asia to Europe to 

America, and determine the impact trade on the New World’s economy and society.   

6.2.12.C.1.c Assess the role of mercantilism in stimulating European expansion through trade, conquest, and 

colonization.    

6.2.12.D.1.a Assess the political, social, and economic impact of the Columbian Exchange of plants, animals, 

ideas, and pathogens on Europeans and Native Americans.   

6.2.12.D.1.c Analyze various motivations for the Atlantic slave trade and the impact on Europeans, Africans, 

and Americans. 

6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor practices in the 

United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to which such problems are 

universal. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What the reasons for colonization in North 

America? 

 How did the theory of mercantilism impact the 

relationship between Britain and her colonies? 

 How did the Northern colonies differ from the 

Southern colonies socially, politically, and 

economically? 

 Why did slavery arise and how did it evolve in 

British North America? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Colonization in North America resulted from profit seeking 

join stock companies and monarchies, the rise of 

nationalism in Europe and the search for religious freedom 

and social equality.  

 Mercantilism kept the in perpetual economic adolescence as 

they were subject to British regulations and restrictions such 

as the Navigation Laws.  

 The rise of a plantation economy in the South led to the 

establishment of an aristocratic society reliant on slave labor 

whereas in the North a diverse economy emerged based on 

free labor.   

 The decline of indentured servitude led to the need for a 

new labor source, filled by African slaves transported via 
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Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Reenactment of Salem Witch Trials. 

  Pamphlet advertising an English colony.    

 Create charts illustrating differences between 

Northern and Southern colonies  

 Create a graphic illustrating the Northern and 

Southern social structures.  

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

An English Settlement at Jamestown 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 2 
 

3 Days 

the Triangle Trade.  This labor system would come to 

dominate the economic and political structure of the 

Southern colonies.   

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify the obstacles facing the first English settlers in North America.  

 Understand the factors that helped Jamestown flourish.  

 Describe the causes of Bacon’s Rebellion. 

 Identify the motives that led the Puritans to New England.  

 Summarize the principles of government established by dissenters.  

 Explain the conflict between the English colonists and the Native Americans.  

 Describe daily life and diversity in the middle colonies.  

 Explain the economic relationship between England and its American colonies. 

 Describe how tensions arose between England and its colonies.  

 Summarize how salutary neglect of the colonies after 1688 planted the seeds of self-government.  

 Trace the development of a plantation economy in the American south. 

 Explain the way of life in the Southern colonies.  

 Describe the slave trade and the role of slavery in the plantation economy.  

 Describe life for colonial slaves. 

 Trace the development of a varied and thriving economy in the North. 

 Explain the diverse society of the North and the tensions that led to witchcraft trials in Salem.  

 Summarize the influence of the Enlightenment and the Great Awakening.  

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3-4 days) 

As a summative assessment, students will work cooperatively to construct two charts illustrating the similarities and 

differences of the various northern and southern colonies.   

 

Equipment needed:  LCD projector, computer, poster board, markers 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Netflix 
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Puritan New England  

Lesson 3 

Settlement of the Middle Colonies 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 4 

England and Its Colonies  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 5 

The Agricultural South  

 

2 Days  

Lesson 6 

The Commercial North  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

Summative Assessment   

 

2 Days 

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: Revolution and the New Nation    

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will explore the causes and effects of the French and Indian War.  They will also 

examine the factors that led to rebellion against Britain.  The political ideology of the Revolution will be 

examined. Students will trace the events of the war, focusing on key battles and figures.  Students will 

determine the weakness of the Articles of Confederation, which led to the drafting of the United States 
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Constitution.  Finally, students will become familiar with the structure of the Constitution and how it 

established the nation’s republican government.   

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

Tensions between the British and the French intensified in the 1740s; a result of this tension was the Seven 

Years War, in which colonial militias were involved. The French were defeated in this war, essentially 

ending their political influence on the Americas. During and after this war the British imposed a number of 

taxes and duties on their colonies, creating unrest. The Stamp Act created great resentment in the colonies. 

The results of this resentment included the Stamp Act Congress of 1765, the Boston Massacre of 1770, 

and the Boston Tea Party of 1773. The First Continental Congress met in 1774 and resolved that the 

colonies would resist efforts to tax them without their consent.  The Second Continental Congress, meeting 

in May 1775, began to prepare the American colonies for war. The impact of Common Sense by Thomas 

Paine and other documents continued to fan anti-British sentiment in the colonies, although there were still 

a number of loyalists who supported British policies. As commander of the colonial army, George 

Washington practiced a defensive strategy, which, along with invaluable assistance from the French, 

helped to defeat the British army. The first government of the new nation was established by the Articles 

of Confederation, which created a weak national government.  In 1787 the Articles of Confederation were 

discarded and the Constitution of the United States was created, establishing a stronger federal 

government. The Constitution established a bicameral legislature, three branches of government, and the 

division of power between the states and the federal government. The Bill of Rights also established many 

basic freedoms central to the identity of the United States. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 The war for independence was the result of growing ideological, political, geographic, economic, 

and religious tensions resulting from Britain’s centralization policies and practices. 

 The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights were designed to provide a framework for the 

American system of government, while also protecting individual rights. 

 Debates about individual rights, states’ rights, and federal power shaped the development of the 

political institutions and practices of the new Republic. 

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, 

and multiple perspectives. 

 Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solutions to 

controversial issues. 

 Discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions was the impetus for change, 

which resulted in revolution or reform. 

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, 
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and multiple perspectives 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.3.12.C.1 Participate in a simulated meeting (e.g., President’s Council, World Bank, 

International Monetary Fund (IMF)), research evidence from multiple sources about 

an economic problem, (e.g., inflation, unemployment, deficit), and develop a plan of 

action.  

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 

security and/or individual civil rights/privacy. 

6.2.12.A.3.b Relate the responses of various governments to pressure for self government or self 

determination to subsequent reform or revolution. 

6.1.12.A.2.a Assess the importance of the intellectual origins of the foundational documents (i.e., 

Declaration of independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of rights) and assess their 

importance on the spread of democracy around the world. 

6.1.12.A.2.b Compare and contrast state constitutions, including New Jersey’s 1776 constitution, 

with the United States Constitution, and determine their impact on the development 

of American constitutional government 

6.1.12.A.2.c Compare and contrast the arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists during the 

ratification debates, and assess their continuing relevance.   

6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of 

government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 

government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 

political parties. 

6.1.12.B.2.a Analyze how the United States has attempted to account for regional differences 

while also striving to create an American identity. 

6.1.12.B.2.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the Northwest Ordinance in resolving disputes over 

Western lands and the expansion of slavery. 

6.1.12.C.2.a Assess the effectiveness of the new state and national governments attempts to 

respond to economic challenges including domestic (e.g., inflation, debt) and foreign 

trade policy issues. 

6.1.12.D.2.a Analyze contributions and perspectives of African Americans, Native Americans, 

and women during the American Revolution. 

6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due process, rule of 

law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of people throughout 

time. 

6.1.12.D.2.c Relate events in Europe to the development of American trade and American foreign 

and domestic policies. 

6.1.12.D.2.d Analyze arguments for new women’s roles and rights, and explain why 18th-century 

society limited women’s aspirations. 

6.1.12.D.2.e Determine the impact of African American leaders and institutions in shaping free 

Black communities in the North. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What were the reasons for the growth of the 

independence movement in the colonies? 

 What are the ideas and grievances presented in the 

Declaration of Independence? 

 What were the major battles of the American 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Reasons for the growth of the independence 

movement in the colonies included 

Parliamentary taxation, colonial propaganda and 

protests, oppressive British legislation enacted 

at the expense of the colonies, and the growth of 
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Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Mock Constitutional Convention  

 Charts illustrating checks and balances and 

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

Revolution and their significance? 

 What were the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation and the strengths of the 

Constitution? 

 

an American identity. 

  The ideas of the Declaration of Independence 

included natural rights, political equality, and 

the social contract.  The grievance of the 

colonists reflected the aforementioned factors 

for the growth of the movement. 

 Major battles included Lexington and Concord, 

Bunker Hill, Trenton, Saratoga, and Yorktown.  

Each were important moral or military victories 

that furthered the cause of American 

independence. 

 The Articles of Confederation created a weak 

central government that lacked the power to 

solve domestic and foreign problems whereas 

the Constitution created a strong central 

government that was divided into 3 branches 

and allowed for checks and balances.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Summarize colonial resistance to British taxation. 

 Trace the mounting tension in Massachusetts. 

 Summarize the Battles of Lexington and Concord. 

 Examine colonial efforts made to avoid war. 

 Summarize the philosophical and political ideas of the Declaration of Independence.  

 Contrast the attitudes of loyalists and patriots.  

 Trace the progress of the war from the turning point at Saratoga and the winter at Valley Forge.  

 Examine the colonial economy and civilian life during the Revolution. 

 Describe the war contributions of European allies.  

 Trace the revolution in the Southern colonies ending with Yorktown. 

 Recognize the symbolic value of the Revolution.  

 Explain the differing ideas of Republicanism. 

 Identify 3 basic ideas debated in drafting the Articles of Confederation. 

 Describe the political and economic problems faced by the Confederation.  

 Identify the events that led to the Constitutional Convention.  

 Summarize the key conflicts at the convention and explain how they were resolved.  

 Describe the form of government established by the Constitution.  

 Contrast Federalists and Antifederalist arguments over ratification of the Constitution.  

 Explain how and why the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3-4 days) 

Students will participate in a mock Constitutional Convention.  

 

Equipment needed:  Textbook, outside research on states represented at convention, laptops 

Teacher Resources: YouTube 
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separation of powers.  

 Research essay on Supreme Court case dealing 

with Bill of Rights.  

 

 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

The Stirrings of Rebellion  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 2 

Ideas Help Start a Revolution   

 

3 Days 

Lesson 3 

Struggling Toward Saratoga 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 4 

Winning the War  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 5 

Experimenting with Confederation  

 

3 Days  

Lesson 6 

Drafting the Constitution    

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

Ratifying the Constitution   

2 Days 

Lesson 8 

The Constitution  

4 Days 

Lesson 9 

Summative Assessment   

 

3 Days 

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: The Amistad Story   

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit students will analyze the history of American slavery as it unfolded from early colonial times 

through the 19th century. The Amistad slave rebellion in 1839 will then become the focus as students see 

the epic battle involving all three branches of the U.S. government. Steven Spielberg’s 1999 classic 

‘Amistad’ will play a central role in helping kids understand this vital piece of history. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale  

The Amistad case illustrates the horrors of the slave trade as it clarifies the divisive nature of the 

slavery issue in the United States. It exposes the tolerance of slavery by most Northerners as well 

as the power of the abolitionist movement. Moreover, the separation of powers in the U.S. 

Government, the workings of the court system, and the historical figure of John Quincy Adams 

are all important elements in the story 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 From the 16th to the 19th centuries, an estimated 12 million Africans were forcibly shipped across 

the Atlantic Ocean to the New World 

 Because of issues of ownership and jurisdiction, the case gained international attention. Known as 

United States v. The Amistad (1841), the case was finally decided by the Supreme Court of the 

United States in favor of the Mende, restoring their freedom. It became a symbol in the United 

States in the movement to abolish slavery. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 

Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 

movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-

group politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic 
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Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Amistad movie essay 

  

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

 Abolitionist pamphlet 

 

 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Slavery in America 17th 18th centuries 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 2 

The Divisive Politics of Slavery 

 

2 Days 

institutions and practices.     

6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 

arguments. 

6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the anti-slavery movement and the impact of particular 

events, such as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the development of 

American culture, literature, and art.    

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 

security and/or individual civil rights/privacy 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What factors led to the Second Great Awakening 

and what reform movements resulted? 

 Why did abolitionists want to end slavery and how 

did the South justify slavery? 

 What were the growing differences between the 

North and the South during the mid-19th century? 

 How did this case reveal racist sentiment in the 

North? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The lack of religious zeal, the stress on 

individual responsibility over Calvinism, and 

the growing competition amongst Christian 

denominations contributed to the Second Great 

Awakening which resulted in reform 

movements focused on women’s rights, slavery, 

alcohol, prisons and asylums, and education. 

 Recognizing the inhumane treatment of slaves, 

abolitionists fought to end slavery while the 

South justified this cruel institution based on 

economics, the bible, and racism. 

. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will .... 

 Explain how two different economic systems developed in the North and South. 

 Gain insight into the experience of captives, the efforts of abolitionists and the legal issues 

involved in slavery. They will exercise their research and writing skills through assignments. 

 .Explain how the case became part of a greater movement to abolish slavery. 

  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3-4 days) 

 Research the existence of slavery in today's world and write an investigative report that includes 

information on the international slave trade, where the slaves are found, how they are transported 

and into which countries they are sold as well as the kind of work into which they are forced. 

 

Equipment needed:  laptops, Power Point 

Teacher Resources: DVD Amistad  
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Lesson 3 

The Amistad Case 

 

2 Days  

Lesson 4 

Film “Amistad” and essay review 

5 days 

Lesson 5 

Summative assessments 

2 days 

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: Expansion and Reform (1801-1840s)      

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will explore the challenges faced by the administrations of John Adams, Thomas 

Jefferson, and James Madison.  They will trace the development of political parties by studying the 

political philosophies of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton.  Problems in foreign affairs which 

eventually led to the Quasi War and War of 1812 will examined at length. Rulings of the Marshall Court 

will be discussed to study growing power of the judicial branch.  The key figures, events, and 

characteristics of the time periods known as the Era of Good Feelings and the Age of Jackson will be 

assessed. Additionally, students will analyze the Second Great Awakening, which led to the reform 

movements of the mid-19th century.  These reforms included education, women’s rights, slavery, 

temperance, and prison.  Students will trace the transformation of the workplace from a domestic to a 

factory setting, where eventually workers would demand better conditions.  They will also determine the 

factors that inspired pioneers to move west, leading to the expansion of the nation and the opening of new 



13 

 

markets. Therefore, students will determine the meaning and impact of “Manifest Destiny” and how it led 

to future political and economic issues in the country.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

Large-scale textile production began in the United States during this era in factories in places like Lowell, 

Massachusetts. As America grew economically it also began to assert its authority in the Western 

Hemisphere; the Monroe Doctrine boldly stated that the hemisphere was off limits to European 

intervention. Beginning in 1824 the United States began the resettlement of Native American tribes east of 

the Mississippi. The era of "Jacksonian Democracy" was one where many say that the values of the 

"common man" reigned supreme. In the 1830s the Whig party emerged as an opposition party to the 

Democratic party of Jackson. Several state legislatures began to claim that they could nullify federal laws 

that were not in the interest of their individual states.  Guided by the principle of "Manifest Destiny," 

Americans began to stream westward in the 1830s. By the mid-1840s settlers were entrenched in the 

Oregon and California territories. Adventurers also settled in Texas and helped the Texans defeat the 

Mexican army in 1836. The Mexican-American War took place between 1846 and 1847; by the terms of 

the treaty ending this war the United States paid Mexico $15 million dollars; in return the United States 

acquired the northern part of the Texas territory and New Mexico and California. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American territorial expansion. 

 The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy contributed to regional 

tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion of democratic practices 

 The Industrial Revolution was a consequence of technological innovation and expanding 

economic activity and markets, resulting in massive population movement, urbanization, and the 

development of complex economic systems. 

 Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solutions to 

controversial issues. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.3.12.D.1 

  

Analyze current laws involving individual rights and national security, and evaluate 

how the laws might be applied to a current case study that cites a violation of an 

individual's constitutional rights. 

6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time 

periods in American history. 

6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the 

Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, 

and Native American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 
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6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations 

during this period. 

6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government 

and promoted national economic growth during this era.     

6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 

American migration and removal. 

6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 

Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 

movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-

group politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic 

institutions and practices.     

6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 

arguments. 

6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the anti-slavery movement and the impact of particular 

events, such as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 

boundaries.                                                          

6.1.12.C.3.a Analyze how technological developments transformed the economy, created 

international markets, and affected the environment in New Jersey and the nation. 

6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United 

States and to the quality of life of individuals. 

6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 

considering multiple perspectives. 

6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated 

the forging of a national identity. 

6.1.12.D.3.c Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced party 

politics and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the 

Compromise of 1850).   

6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic opportunities and in the 

development of responsible citizens. 

6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the development of 

American culture, literature, and art.    

6.2.12.A.3.d Compare and contrast the struggles for women’s suffrage and workers’ rights in 

Europe and North America, and evaluate the degree to which each movement 

achieved its goals.     

6.3.12.C.1 Participate in a simulated meeting (e.g., President’s Council, World bank, IMF, 

research evidence from multiple sources about an economic problem, (e.g., inflation, 

unemployment, deficit), and develop a plan of action.    

Unit Essential Questions 

 What factors led to the Second Great Awakening 

and what reform movements resulted? 

 Why did abolitionists want to end slavery and how 

did the South justify slavery? 

 What limited role did women play in American 

society and how did they expand that role? 

 Why did American industry shift settings from 

domestic to factory and how did this transformation 

change the U.S.? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The lack of religious zeal, the stress on 

individual responsibility over Calvinism, and 

the growing competition amongst Christian 

denominations contributed to the Second Great 

Awakening which resulted in reform 

movements focused on women’s rights, slavery, 

alcohol, prisons and asylums, and education. 

 Recognizing the inhumane treatment of slaves, 

abolitionists fought to end slavery while the 

South justified this cruel institution based on 



15 

 

 Why did American pioneers migrate west and how 

did this impact Native Americans? 

 What impact did acquisition of Texas and the war 

with Mexico have on the U.S.? 

economics, the bible, and racism. 

 The factory system allowed for mass production 

transforming the workplace, communication, 

and transportation. 

 Attracted mainly to the west by land, pioneers 

destroyed native cultures and populations 

through conflict and assimilation. 

 The acquisition of Texas and the War with 

Mexico not only expanded the borders of the 

U.S. but also reignited the debate over slavery 

and thus ultimately contributed to the Civil War. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the new religious movements that swept the United States after 1790. 

 Explain the new philosophy that offered an alternative to traditional religion. 

 Characterize the nature of utopian communities.  

 Analyze the reforms demanded in schools, mental hospitals, and prisons. 

 Determine some of the key abolitionists. 

 Examine and differentiate the experience of slaves in rural and urban areas. 

 Summarize the slavery debate in the South. 

 Explain why women women’s opportunities were limited in the mid-1800s. 

 Identify the reform movements in which women participated. 

 Trace the progress of the expanding women’s rights movement. 

 Determine how new manufacturing techniques shifted the production of goods from home to factory. 

 Describe the conditions female employees endured in factories. 

 Summarize the attempt of factory workers to organize unions. 

 Analyze how industrialization and capitalism impacted the U.S. economy. 

 Determine the inventions that enhanced people’s lives and helped fuel the country’s economic growth. 

 Explain how improved transportation and communication systems helped to link America’s regions and 

make them interdependent. 

 Summarize the reasons American settlers headed west during the mid-1800s. 

 Describe the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans. 

 Identify the westward trails and some of the people who used them. 

 Define Manifest Destiny and determine its origins. 

 Explain why Mexico encouraged settlement in Texas. 

 Trace how Texas gained its independence. 

 Distinguish the conflicting attitudes on waging war with Mexico. 

 Trace the key battles that helped the U.S. win the war with Mexico. 

 Identify U.S. territories gained from Mexico. 

 Explain the impact of the discovery of gold in California on the development of the West. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3-4 days) Students will participate in a debate to determine whether change, 

with regards to reform and expansion, ultimately benefitted or harmed the United States. 

 

Equipment needed:  LCD projector, student laptops 
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Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Create Andrew Jackson political cartoon 

 Andrew Jackson webquest “Does Jackson 

deserve to be on the $20 bill” 

 Assembly Line Activity  

 Chart comparing founding presidents  

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

Washington Heads the New Government 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 2 

Foreign Affairs Trouble the Nation 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 3 

Jefferson Alters the Nation’s Course 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 4 

The War of 1812 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 5 

Regional Economies Create Differences 

 

3 Days  

Lesson 6 

Nationalism at Center Stage 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

The Age of Jackson 

4 Days 

Lesson 8 

States’ Rights and the National Bank 

3 Days 

  

 

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

Teacher Resources: YouTube 



17 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: The Union in Peril       

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will analyze the causes of the Civil War.  They will explain why people living in 

different regions of the country might have different attitudes and beliefs.  There will be discussion on why 

the issue of slavery caused violent confrontations in the 1850s.  Finally, students will describe how 

Abraham Lincoln came to power and explain why his election in 1860 led to the secession of southern 

states.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

Guided by the principle of "Manifest Destiny," Americans began to stream westward in the 1830s. By the 

mid-1840s settlers were entrenched in the Oregon and California territories. Adventurers also settled in 

Texas and helped the Texans defeat the Mexican army in 1836. The Mexican-American War took place 

between 1846 and 1847; by the terms of the treaty ending this war the United States paid Mexico $15 

million dollars; in return the United States acquired the northern part of the Texas territory and New 

Mexico and California. The pivotal issue for Americans remained whether newly acquired territories 

would enter the Union as slave states or as free states. Under the Missouri Compromise a line was drawn 

westward to the Pacific Ocean; all territories north of the line would enter the Union as free states and all 

territories south of the line would come in as slave states. The issue of whether California would enter the 

Union as a free or slave state necessitated the Compromise of 1850. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 



18 

 

stated that settlers living in those territories could vote on whether they would become slave states or free 

states. The Dred Scott Supreme Court decision of 1857 stated that Congress had no right to prohibit 

slavery in the territories and that even though Scott, an ex-slave, had spent time in a free state and a free 

territory this did not make him a free man. Tensions between the North and the South remained high. In 

the 1860 presidential election, Illinois Congressman Abraham Lincoln campaigned on the need to contain 

slavery in the territories. After his election representatives of seven Southern states met to create the 

Confederate States of America, with Jefferson Davis as the first president of the Confederacy. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy contributed to regional 

tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion of democratic practices. 

 The Civil War was caused by ideological, economic, and political differences about the future 

course of the nation. 

 Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solutions to 

controversial issues. 

 Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences of their 

actions and/or inactions. 

 Discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions was the impetus for change, 

which resulted in revolution or reform. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.D.3.c  Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced party 

politics and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the 

Compromise of 1850).     

6.1.12.A.4.a Analyze the ways in which prevailing attitudes, socioeconomic factors, and 

government actions (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Act and Dred Scott Decision) in the 

North and South (i.e., Secession) led to the Civil War. 

6.1.12.A.4.b Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, 

the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolution, the Emancipation 

Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all. 

   

6.2.12.A.3.a Explain how and why various ideals (e.g., liberty, popular sovereignty, natural rights, 

democracy, and nationalism) became driving forces for reforms and revolutions. 

6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor 

practices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to 

which such problems are universal. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What were the growing differences between the 

North and the South during the mid-19th century? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 As the South continued to rely on slave labor 

for its plantations, especially to produce cotton, 
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 How did the Compromise of 1850 and the debates 

surrounding it contribute to growing sectionalism? 

 How did the events in Kansas foreshadow the 

coming of the Civil War? 

·   What gave rise to the Republican Party and what 

were its key principles? 

·   How did the Dred Scott decision put the nation 

closer to Civil War? 

 How did the election of Abraham Lincoln lead to 

the secession of South Carolina from the Union? 

the North increasingly became industrial due, in 

part, to the steady flow of immigrant workers.  

Northerners thus came to value free labor and 

social mobility.  Meanwhile, southerners, many 

of who did not own slaves, supported this cruel 

labor system due to racist and conservative 

attitudes as well as economic necessity. 

 The question of slavery's expansion westward 

continued to plague the United States, 

especially after the Mexican War.  Inflamed by 

the Wilmot Proviso and the possible entrance of 

California into the union as a free state, the 

Congress in 1849 opened with much bitterness 

and distrust. Although the regions compromised 

in 1850 through a series of laws, the South in 

reality only received a new, stricter fugitive 

slave law, which the North refused to enforce 

via personal liberty laws.  Angered by this 

defiance as well as the Underground Railroad, 

and Uncle Tom's Cabin, the South continues to 

move closer towards secession. 

 Repealing the Missouri Compromise, the 

Kansas-Nebraska Act opened up these 

territories on the basis of popular sovereignty to 

slavery.  As a result, free soilers, abolitionists, 

and proslavery forces poured into Kansas to 

determine its fate.  Kansas thus erupted into a 

civil war roughly five years before South 

Carolina seceded from the union. 

 The Kansas-Nebraska Act contributed to the 

demise of the Whigs in the 1850s.  Its members 

thus sought a political alternative.  Discontented 

northern Whigs, free soilers, and antislavery 

Democrats found common ground in 1854 when 

establishing the Republican Party.  This new, 

regional party opposed the Kansas-Nebraska 

Act.  Although it embraced a wide range of 

opinions, the Republican Party endured as it 

found unity in its opposition to slavery's 

expansion. 

 In 1856, the Supreme Court declared the 

Missouri Compromise unconstitutional in Dred 

Scott v Sanford.  Although repealed previously 

by the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Northerners 

reacted with rage as they had for decades held 

the Compromise of 1820 to be sacred. In 

addition, to the South's satisfaction, the Court 

ruled that slaves did not have the rights of 

citizens.  By clearing the way for the expansion 

of slavery, the Court inflamed regionalism and 

thus brought the nation closer to civil war. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 
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Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Abolitionist pamphlet 

 Reenact the Lincoln-Douglas debate 

 Dred Scott decision debate 

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

The Divisive Politics of Slavery 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 2 

Protest, Violence and Resistance  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 3 

The Birth of the Republican Party  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 4 

Slavery and Secession  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 5 

Summative Assessment  

 

3 Days  

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

 Describe the growing differences between the North and south in their economics and ways of life. 

 Explain why the Wilmot Proviso failed to pass and why the issue of California statehood became so 

important. 

 Analyze how the efforts of Clay, Webster, and Douglas produced the Compromise of 1850 and a 

temporary halt to talk of secession.  

 Describe the provisions of the Fugitive slave Law and how abolitionists and the Underground Railroad 

succeeded in defying this law.  

 Explain how Douglas's desire for a northern transcontinental railroad route helped destroy the Missouri 

Compromise and the Compromise of 1850.  

 Describe the violence that occurred in Kansas in the fight over establishing slavery in the territory. 

 Identify the political parties that emerged as the North and the South forged new political alliances. 

 Explain the reasons that led voters to align with a particular party and why Buchanan won the election of 

1856. 

 Explain the impact of the Dred Scott decision and the Lecompton Constitution on the political crisis over 

slavery.  

 Explain why Douglas believed that popular sovereignty was the key to eliminating slavery and why 

Lincoln believe Free-Soil legislation was required for voters to remove slavery.  

 Describe the events at Harpers Ferry and their effect on the North and South.  

 Describe the events that led to Lincoln's election and the establishment of the Confederate States of 

America.   

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (days) Create and present a timeline illustrating all of the major events that led to 

and thus contributed to the secession of the southern states and thus the Civil War. 

 

Equipment needed:  LCD projector, student laptops 

 

Teacher Resources: Youtube, Netflix 
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Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: The Civil War and Reconstruction       

Target Course/Grade Level: US I General, 10th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will emerge themselves into the Civil War.  They will describe the military strategies 

employed by both the Union and the Confederacy.  The major events and battles will be traced as key 

figures will be identified.  The key effects of the war on society, the economy, and politics of the nation 

will be analyzed.  When focusing on Reconstruction, students will identify the special challenges faced 

after the war while debating the various plans presented to rebuild the nation.  Finally, students will assess 

the successes and failures of Reconstruction.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

The Civil War was the culmination of nearly 40 years of tensions between the North and the South. 

Northern abolitionists looked forward to the war with great anticipation: victory over the South would 

finally allow the dreaded institution of slavery to be eliminated. Northern industrialists saw the war as an 

opportunity, at long last, to expand their control of American industry. The majority of Southerners 

rejoiced at the onset of war; they perceived that victory would allow the "Southern way of life" to continue 

without constant criticism from the North.  To state that the Civil War was just about slavery is an 
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oversimplification. Certainly, criticism by Northern abolitionists of the "peculiar institution" of slavery, 

and Southern responses to that criticism, were important factors. However, other tensions between the 

North and the South also existed. The future of the American economy as seen by Northern industrialists 

differed drastically from the desires and needs of the leaders of Southern plantation society. Most 

importantly, the Southern view of "states' rights" differed most dramatically from the view of the Union 

held in the North.  

Postwar plans for assimilating the South back into the Union provoked strong resentment among many 

white Southerners. In addition, the plans of President Abraham Lincoln, the Radical Republicans in the 

Congress, and President Andrew Johnson all contained significant differences. Policies enacted that 

improved the political and economic position of former slaves were opposed by many Southern whites. 

The impeachment of Andrew Johnson demonstrated the disagreements over Reconstruction policy 

between Johnson and the Radical Republicans. Congressional passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and 

Fifteenth Amendments outlawed slavery, established the rights of blacks, and defined the framework by 

which Southern states could rejoin the Union. Passage of these amendments, profits made by 

carpetbaggers and scalawags, and the increased economic and political power held by some Southern 

blacks all caused some elements of traditional Southern society to feel long-lasting anger and resentment. 

The Compromise of 1877 ended Reconstruction, bringing another re-ordering of the political, economic, 

and social structures of the South.  

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 The Civil War was caused by ideological, economic, and political differences about the future 

course of the nation. 

 Efforts to reunite the country through Reconstruction were contested, resisted, and had long-term 

consequences. 

 Discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions was the impetus for change, 

which resulted in revolution or reform. 

 Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.4.b  Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, 

the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolution, the Emancipation 

Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all. 

6.1.12.A.4.c Evaluate how political and military leadership affected the outcome of the Civil War. 

6.1.12.A.4.d Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in obtaining 

citizenship and equality for African Americans. 



23 

 

6.1.12.B.4.a Use maps and primary sources to assess the impact that geography, improved 

military strategies, and new modes of transportation had on the outcome of the Civil 

War. 

6.1.12.B.4.b Analyze the impact of population shifts and migration patterns during the 

Reconstruction period. 

6.1.12.C.4.a Assess the role that economics played in enabling the North and South to wage war. 

6.1.12.C.4.b Compare and contrast the immediate and long-term effects of the Civil War on the 

economies of the North and South. 

6.1.12.C.4.c Explain why the Civil War was more costly to America than previous conflicts were. 

6.1.12.D.4.a Compare and contrast the roles of African Americans who lived in Union and 

Confederate states during the Civil War. 

6.1.12.D.4.b Compare and contrast the impact of the American Civil War and the impact of a past 

or current civil war in another country in terms of the consequences for people’s 

lives and work.    

6.1.12.D.4.c Analyze the debate about how to reunite the country, and determine the extent to 

which enacted Reconstruction policies achieved their goals.    

6.1.12.D.4.d Relate conflicting political, economic, social, and sectional perspectives on 

Reconstruction to the resistance of some Southern individuals and states. 

6.1.12.D.4.e Relate conflicting political, economic, social, and sectional perspectives on 

Reconstruction to the resistance of some Southern individuals and states.   

6.1.12.D.4.e Analyze the impact of the Civil War and the 14th Amendment on the development of 

the country and on the relationship between the national and state governments. 

6.2.12.C.3.d Determine how, and the extent to which, scientific and technological changes, 

transportation, and new forms of energy brought about massive social, economic, 

and cultural changes.     

6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor 

practices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to 

which such problems are universal. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did the Civil War start? 

 How was the Civil War fought? 

 Why did Lincoln issue the Emancipation 

Proclamation? 

 What was civilian life during the Civil War like? 

 What were the key policies during Reconstruction? 

 Why were the achievements and failures of 

Reconstruction? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 After the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, 

seven southern slave states seceded from the 

union.  In 1861, they formed the Confederate 

States of America and elected Jefferson Davis 

as their president.  Confederate soldiers 

immediately seized federal installations in their 

states.  By the time of Lincoln’s inauguration, 

only two Southern forts remained in Union 

hands.  The most important was South 

Carolina’s Fort Sumter.  The Confederacy 

demanded that the Fort be surrendered or face 

an attack.  When Lincoln sent in supplies to the 

federal troops manning the Fort, Davis started 

the war by ordering an attack. 

 The Civil War was fought using new 

technology that made the war deadlier than past 

conflicts.  The Union’s aim at the beginning of 

the war was to preserve the Union.  They did 

this by using the strategy of the Anaconda Plan, 

as named by Winfield Scott.  The Confederate 

South fought a defensive war, hoping to outlast 

the Union until their independence from the 

United States was formally recognized. 
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 Although Lincoln disliked slavery, he did not 

believe the federal government had the power to 

abolish it where it already existed.  As the war 

progressed, however, Lincoln found a way to 

use his constitutional war powers to end slavery.  

As commander in chief, he ordered the Union 

army to emancipate slaves, who built 

fortifications, and grew food for the 

Confederacy.  Also, Lincoln, through the 

Proclamation discouraged Britain from 

supporting the Confederacy, due to its strong 

abolitionist movement. 

 The Confederacy faced a food shortage due to 

its army’s need for men, the loss of slaves, and 

the blockade of ports.  The stimulated most 

northern industries by creating a demand for 

supplies and weaponry.  However this economic 

boom had a downside as wages did not keep up 

with prices inflated by the war demand.  Yet, 

with rising prices, many businesses in the North 

made immense profits.  To pay for this war, 

Congress enacted the nation’s first income tax.  

Moreover, northern and southern women 

replaced men on farms and in city jobs, 

especially as clerks. 

 There were three major Reconstruction policies 

that students show be familiar with.  Lincoln’s 

10% Plan specified that a southern state could 

be readmitted into the Union once 10 percent of 

its voters (from the voter rolls for the election of 

1860) swore an oath of allegiance to the Union. 

Voters could then elect delegates to draft 

revised state constitutions and establish new 

state governments. All southerners except for 

high-ranking Confederate army officers and 

government officials would be granted a full 

pardon.  Andrew Johnson’s plan, known as 

Presidential Reconstruction, returned 

confiscated property to white southerners, 

issued hundreds of pardons to former 

Confederate officers and government officials, 

and undermined the Freedmen’s Bureau by 

ordering it to return all confiscated lands to 

white landowners. Johnson also appointed 

governors to supervise the drafting of new state 

constitutions and agreed to readmit each state 

provided it ratified the Thirteenth 

Amendment, which abolished slavery.  Radical 

Reconstruction, also known as Congressional 

Reconstruction, reduced the secessionist states 

to little more than conquered territory, dividing 

them into five military districts, each governed 

by a Union general. Congress declared martial 

law in the territories, dispatching troops to keep 
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the peace and protect former slaves. Congress 

also declared that southern states needed to 

redraft their constitutions, ratify the Fourteenth 

Amendment, and provide suffrage to blacks in 

order to seek readmission into the Union. To 

further safeguard voting rights for former 

slaves, Republicans passed the Second 

Reconstruction Act, placing Union troops in 

charge of voter registration. Congress overrode 

two presidential vetoes from Johnson to pass the 

bills. 

 Reconstruction’s achievements included the 

reunification of the Union, expansion of the 

North’s economy, the 13, 14th, and 15th 

amendments, and the Freedmen’s Bureau.  

Failures of Reconstruction included political 

corruption, long-term segregation (Jim Crow 

Laws/ black codes), and poverty (sharecropping 

/ tenant farming). 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Explain how the Civil War started.  

 Explain the Northern and Confederate short-sightedness about the duration of the war. 

 Identify the Northern generals and their initial campaigns in the West. 

 Describe new weapons and other changed in warfare. 

 Explain Northern and Southern military strategies to capture their opponent's capital.  

 Explain why Britain remained neutral.  

 Explain Lincoln's motives for issuing the Emancipation Proclamation and the documents effects.  

 Identify the political dilemmas facing the North and South.  

 Describe the battle at Gettysburg and its outcome. 

 Describe Grant's siege of Vicksburg.  

 Summarize the key points of the Gettysburg address.  

 Summarize the final events of the war leading the surrender at Appomattox.  

 Summarize the key economic, political, technological, and social effects of the Civil War.  

 Explain how the Civil War dramatically changed the lives of individuals, especially African-Americans.  

 Summarize President Lincoln's Reconstruction policies.  

 Identify the programs of Johnson's Reconstruction policy. 

 Explain Congressional Reconstruction policies.  

 Summarize the economic problems in the South.  

 Identify differences among members of the Republican Party in the South.  

 Describe efforts of former slaves to improve their lives. 

 Analyze changes in the Southern economy.  

 Summarize violent actions by opponents of Reconstruction. 

 Identify political and economic reasons for the shift of power from the Southern Republicans to the 

Southern Democrats. 

 Identify reasons for the collapse of Congressional Reconstruction.   

 Explain the achievements and failures of Reconstruction.  

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (days)   
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Alternative Assessments                                             Formative Assessments 

 Group project on the Emancipation 

Proclamation / Gettysburg Address 

 In-class debate on Reconstruction plans of 

different sides 

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Analyze primary sources 

 Chart / map of Civil War battles 

 Civil War timeline 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

The Civil War Begins 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 2 

The Politics of War 

 

4 Days 

Lesson 3  

 Students will watch the film Glory.  At the end of the film, students will write an essay responding 

to the following prompt: “The 54th had to fight the North before they could fight the South.”  

Equipment needed:  LCD projector 

Teacher Resources: Glory DVD / DVD Player  
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Life During Wartime 2 Days 

Lesson 4 

The North Takes Charge 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 5 

The Legacy of the War 

 

3 Days  

Lesson 6 

The Politics of Reconstruction  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 7 

Reconstruction and Society  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 8 

The Collapse of Reconstruction  

 

3 Days 

Teacher Notes:  

 N/A 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States I history course.  

 

Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords 

with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 

text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 


