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Unit Overview  

Content Area: U.S. History   

Unit Title: Bridge to the 20th Century  

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade  

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will explore the growth of American industry, immigration, urbanization, and the 

reforms made throughout the Progressive Era.  They will analyze how new technological processes and 

inventions fueled industrialization.  They will debate the influence of “Big Business” upon America’s 

economic and political growth.  Students will trace the development of unions in response to working 

conditions resulting from industrialization.  New patterns of American immigration and its impact on 

American culture will be described by students.  Through a group-based project, students will analyze the 

problems elicited by urbanization and political corruption.  As a result of the aforementioned, students will 

explore the various reforms pursued and achieved by Progressives.  Special attention will be paid to the 

progressive reforms of Presidents T. Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics  

21st century themes: Civic Literacy, Economic Literacy, Geography, and Global Awareness.   

Unit Rationale 

Forces such as industrialization, immigration, urbanization and Progressive reforms reshaped America 

politically, economically, and socially at the turn of the century.  These themes continue to impact 

American life in the 21st century.  A greater understanding of the past allows for better civic awareness and 

participation on the part of the students, not only politically but within their communities.   

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Related Content Statements for 6.1 

 Technological developments and unregulated business practices revolutionized transportation, 

manufacturing, and consumption and changed the daily lives of Americans. 

 The Industrial Revolution and immigration had a powerful impact on labor relations, urbanization, 

the environment, and cultural values and created tensions between ethnic and social groups. 

 Progressive reform movements promoted government efforts to address problems created by rapid 

industrialization, immigration, and unfair treatment of women, children, and minority groups. 

 An expanding market for international trade promoted policies that resulted in America emerging 

as a world power. 

Related Content Statements for 6.3 

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point of view, 
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and multiple perspectives. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.5.a Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial systems 

in order to provide economic stability. 

6.1.12.A.6.b Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., 

abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address 

injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality. 

6.1.12.B.5.b Assess the impact of rapid urbanization on the environment and on the quality of life 

in cities. 

6.1.12.C.5.a Analyze the economic practices of corporations and monopolies regarding the 

production and marketing of goods, and determine the positive or negative impact of 

these practices on the nation and the need for government regulations. 

6.1.12.D.5.b Evaluate how events led to the creation of labor and agricultural organizations that 

protect the rights of workers. 

6.1.12.D.5.d Relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or occupation. 

6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business 

practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice. 

6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor 

practices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to 

which such problems are universal.            

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did industrialization impact the United States 

economically, politically, and socially? 

 How did immigration patterns change at the turn 

of the century and what was the American 

response? 

 What led to the growth of cities and what 

problems resulted? 

 Due to turn of the century issues, what reforms 

were proposed and enacted by the Progressives? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The economic system of the time period allowed 

for unfettered economic growth at the expense of 

workers while the government exercised laissez-

faire politics.  

 As “New Immigrants” came to the United States 

for various reasons, cities expanded, ethnic 

communities developed, while nativism 

accelerated.  

 The migration of farm workers, African 

Americans, and immigrants to cities allowed for 

rapid growth, resulting in problems with 

transportation, sanitation, water, fire, crime and 

corruption in politics.  

 The Progressive Era returned control of the 

government to the people, restored economic 

opportunities, and corrected injustices in 

American life.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Learn about new technologies and inventions that fueled industrialization. 

 Trace the rise and impact of big business. 

 Assess government attempts to regulate big business. 

 Describe the conditions that led workers to form unions.  

 Discuss why people immigrated to the U.S. and the challenges they faced.  

 Compare the promise and problems of urbanization.  

 Analyze the emergence of political machines and their role in city-life.  

 Identify the political, economic, and moral reforms enacted by Progressives.   
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 Discover the role of women in the progressive period, especially with regards to obtaining suffrage. 

 Evaluate the reforms enacted by the Progressive Presidents.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (4 Days) 

Create a Power Point summarizing the major political, social, and economic themes at the turn of the 20th 

century in the United States.  

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer / projection set-up, construction paper and markers, student 

computers and Internet access, textbooks 

Teacher Resources: The Americans Textbook, LCD projector, computer 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Gilded Age game  

 Construction of original political Cartoons 

 Webquest 

 Journal Entries  

 Comparative immigration charts / diagrams 

 Test/quizzes 

  

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

The Expansion of Industry  

 

2 Days  

Lesson 2 

Big Business Emerges 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 3 

Workers of the Nation Unite 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 4 

The New Immigrants  

2 Days 

Lesson 5 

Problems of Urbanization 

2 Days  

Lesson 6 

Gilded Age Politics  

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

The Origins of Progressivism  

2 Days  

Lesson 8 

Women in Public Life 

2 Days 

Lesson 9 

Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal 

3 Days 

Lesson 10 

Progressivism Under Taft 

2 Days  

Lesson 11 

Wilson’s New Freedom  

2 Days 

Lesson 12 

Summative Assessment – Turn of the Century 

Power Point  

4 Days  

Teacher Notes:  

 Use webquest on Triangle Shirtwaist Factory (http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/) 

 Thomas Nast cartoons (http://cartoons.osu.edu/nast/).  Have students view before creating own 

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/
http://cartoons.osu.edu/nast/
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cartoons based upon Gilded Age politics.  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States II history course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: US History   

Unit Title: America Goes to War 

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will trace the growing involvement of the United States in the world.  They will 

identify economic and cultural factors that convinced US policymakers to join the competition for new 

markets in territories overseas.  They will analyze how the events of the Spanish-American War lead to the 

rise of a more powerful nation. Students will debate the merits of American imperialism using events in 

Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Cuba as well as its expanding trade with China.  The foreign policies of 

Presidents Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson will be explored.  Through an interactive game, students will 

identify and discuss the long-term causes of World War I.  By completing a webquest, students will be 

able to describe the conditions of trench warfare.  The impact of new technology and weapons used in the 

war will be studied and discussed.  Students will determine the motives for American involvement on the 

Allied side while also describing the impact that the war had on the Homefront. Lastly, students will assess 

the Treaty of Versailles and its failure to create a lasting peace.   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics 

21st century themes: Civic Literacy, Economic Literacy, and Global Awareness 

Unit Rationale 

At the end of the 19th century, the United States became a greater participant in the economic, social, and 

political events of the world.  This led to great success and growth for the country, while also leading it to 

the brink of war.  Since war continues to have a lasting impact on America, it is important that students 

understand past conflicts with special attention to the motives for engaging in such events. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 

issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 



6 

 

Content Statements 

 An expanding market for international trade promoted policies that resulted in America emerging 

as a world power. 

 United States involvement in World War I affected politics, the economy, and geopolitical 

relations following the war. 

 Nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, and militarism contributed to an increase in economic 

and military competition among European nations, the Ottoman Empire, and Japan, and led to 

World War I. 

 The failure of the Treaty of Versailles, the impact of the global depression, and the expansionist 

policies and actions of Axis nations are viewed as major factors that resulted in World War II. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.D.6.b Compare and contrast the foreign policies of American presidents during this time period, 

and analyze how these presidents contributed to the United States becoming a world 

power. 

6.1.12.A.7.a Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrality regarding World War I, and explain why 

the United States eventually entered the war. 

6.1.12.A.7.b Evaluate the impact of government policies designed to promote patriotism and to protect 

national security during times of war (i.e., the Espionage Act and the Sedition 

Amendment) on individual rights. 

6.1.12.A.7.c Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives of 

different countries. 

6.1.12.B.7.a Explain how global competition by nations for land and resources led to increased 

militarism. 

6.1.12.C.7.a Determine how technological advancements affected the nature of World War I on land, 

on water, and in the air. 

6.1.12.C.7.b Assess the immediate and long-term impact of women and African Americans entering the 

work force in large numbers during World War I. 

6.1.12.D.7.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Woodrow Wilson’s leadership during and immediately after 

World War I. 

6.1.12.D.7.b Determine the extent to which propaganda, the media, and special interest groups shaped 

American public opinion and American foreign policy during World War I. 

6.2.12.D.4.a Analyze the extent to which nationalism, industrialization, territory disputes, imperialism, 

militarism, and alliances led to WWI. 

6.2.12.D.4.b Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives of 

different nations. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What kept the United States from pursuing an 

imperialistic policy prior to the late 19th century 

and why did it eventually do so? 

 Why did the United States go to war with Spain 

in 1898 and what were the results? 

 What were the four long-term causes of World 

War I as well as the reasons for American 

involvement in the war? 

 How did the war affect the US socially, 

economically, and politically? 

 What were the provisions of the Treaty of 

Versailles and in what ways did it contribute to a 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 A belief in self-determination as well as 

isolationism kept the United States from pursuing 

imperialism; however the demand for new 

markets, strategically located naval bases, and a 

sense of obligation led to a reversal of policy.   

 A variety of factors including Spanish policies in 

Cuba and the explosion of the USS Maine elicited 

jingoism resulting in a war that ultimately gave the 

United States an empire.   

 Imperialism, militarism, nationalism, and 

previously formed alliances led to the outbreak of 

World War I in 1914 while a variety of factors, 
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second world war.  especially unrestricted submarine warfare resulted 

in America involvement.  

 The war brought dramatic change to the United 

States.  The government took a more active role in 

the economy and helped boost industrial 

production. Millions of minorities moved to 

Northern cities to look for jobs.  Anti-immigrant 

hysteria erupted while new laws limited freedom 

of speech and fed an atmosphere of suspicion. 

 The Treaty of Versailles ended World War I, 

however its harsh treatment of Germany helped 

lead to World War II; the United States never 

ratified the treaty, which further weakened the 

treaty’s effectiveness.     

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify the political, economic, and social reasons for America’s movement towards imperialism.  

 Analyze the reasons why the United States became involved in the Spanish-American War. 

 List the territories that the United States took possession of during the Age of Imperialism.  

 Evaluate the response of other nations to American imperialism.  

 Identify and describe the foreign policies of T. Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson, giving specific examples of 

how their foreign policy was enacted.  

 Participate in a simulation that will help them discover / experience the four long-term causes of World 

War I.  

 Research trench warfare and analyze how new weapons of war contributed to the fighting in World War 

I. 

 Trace the events that brought the United States into the war on the Allied side.  

 Analyze how the war impacted the American home front (socially, economically, and politically) 

 Discuss / debate the government’s actions against civil liberties during the timer period.  

 Compare Wilson’s Fourteen Points to the plans that other nations had to end World War I.  

 Identify and describe the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.  

 Evaluate the effectiveness of the Treaty of Versailles in keeping world peace and identify the areas in 

which the treaty was a failure.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment – ETAT Game (5 days) 

Students will place a game based on the board game Risk, which will allow students to experience, first 

hand, the four long-term causes of World War I (militarism, imperialism, nationalism, and alliances).  

Over the course of 5 days, students will work in assigned groups to strengthen the position, power, and 

economy of the country they are assigned.  After the game is completed, students will complete an essay 

that compares the long-term causes of World War I to the game they played in class.  

 

Equipment needed: ETAT game board, colored push pins, and handout describing rules of game.  

Teacher Resources:  

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 World War I Propaganda Webquest    Test/quizzes 
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 Trench project  

 ETAT Game / Essay  

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Imperialism and America 

 

2 days 

Lesson 2 

The Spanish-American-Cuban War  

 

3 days 

Lesson 3 

Acquiring New Lands 

 

3 days 

Lesson 4 

America as a World Power 

2 days 

Lesson 5 

ETAT Game 

5 days 

Lesson 6 

World War I Begins 

3 days 

Lesson 7 

World War I Technology 

2 days 

Lesson 8 

America Tips the Balance of Power 

2 days 

Lesson 9 

The War at Home 

3 days 

Lesson 10 

Wilson Fights for Peace 

2 days 

Lesson 11 

ETAT Game  

5 days  

Teacher Notes:  

 Website for webquest on Trench Warfare 

(http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWtrench.htm).  Sheet of questions is used to answer 

questions off the website.  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States II history course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWtrench.htm
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History  

Unit Title: The Roaring Twenties  

Target Course/Grade Level:  US II General / 11th Grade  

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will analyze the economic prosperity of the 1920s.  They will identify the reasons 

why the country would return to a policy of “isolationism” and “normalcy” after a period of warfare by 

analyzing the foreign and domestic policies of Presidents Harding and Coolidge.  Students will identify 

reasons for fear of groups such as communists, immigrants, and labor unions and analyze how these fears 

affected the civil liberties of Americans during the time period.    

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Global awareness, financial, economic, and business, literacy, civic literacy  

Unit Rationale 

During the 1920s, Americans created a consumer culture in which automobiles, home appliances, 

and other goods were purchased at an unprecedented rate. Advertising helped to fuel this desire to 

purchase, and the popularity of radio and motion pictures helped to create a more uniform 

national culture. However, many small-town and rural Americans never felt totally comfortable 

with the values of the consumer-oriented, more urban "modern" America that they saw 

threatening their way of life. The conflict between urban and small-town American values was 

manifested in numerous ways: many in small-town America supported the Prohibition 

amendment banning alcohol, while many in America's cities tried to get around it. Many in small-

town America feared immigration, while many American cities contained immigrant enclaves. 

Many in small-town America still opposed the teaching of evolution, while many urban 

newspapers mocked their views. The flapper and a more relaxed sense of morality were symbols 

of the Jazz Age; generally, these symbols were harder to find in small-town America. All 

Americans did rally around the two heroes of the age: aviator Charles Lindbergh and home run 

hitter Babe Ruth. 

Learning Targets 
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Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

 

Content Statements 

 The 1920s is characterized as a time of social, economic, technological, and political change, as 

well as a time of emerging isolationism, racial and social tensions, and economic problems. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.8.a Relate government policies to the prosperity of the country during the 1920s, and 

determine the impact of these policies on business and the consumer.                       

                                                                                                    

6.1.12.A.8.b Compare and contrast the global marketing practices of United States factories and farms 

with American public opinion and government policies that favored isolationism. 

                                                                                                                 

6.1.12.A.8.c Relate social intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of anarchists to government policies 

restricting immigration, advocacy, and labor organizations.                                             

                                                                              

6.1.12.B.8.a Determine the impact of the expansion of agricultural production into marginal farmlands 

and other ineffective agricultural practices on people and the environment.                       

                                                                                                    

6.1.12.C.8.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the Great Migration.                                             

                                                                        

6.1.12.C.8.b Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of a 

consumer economy and the changing role and status of women.                       

                                                                                           

6.1.12.D.8.a Explain why the Great Migration led to heightened racial tensions, restrictive laws, a rise 

in repressive organizations, and an increase in violence                                             

                                                                              

6.1.12.D.8.b Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the 1920s, including the Harlem 

Renaissance, on American culture and values.                                                                   

                                                        

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why did Americans look to return to “normalcy” 

and “isolationism” during the 1920s and how did 

this impact different groups and individuals 

within society? 

 What were the factors behind the economic 

prosperity of the 1920s? 

 How did the decade of the “Roaring Twenties” 

reflect both conflict and tension in American 

culture? 

 How did the Harlem Renaissance exemplify the 

new popular culture of the 1920s? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Following the end of World War I, the United 

States tried to isolate itself from world affairs even 

as it promoted disarmament.  This along with 

growing fears of the spread of Communism caused 

Americans to return to the beliefs of Nativism due 

to a fear of political radicals and anarchy which 

negatively impacted immigration and the 

popularity of labor unions during the time period.   

 A new age of economic prosperity spanned much 

of the 1920s, due to factors such as Republican 

policies, new consumer products, the spreading 

use and access of electricity, new production 

techniques, a bull market for stocks, new methods 

of advertising, and the advent of the use of credit. 
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 While the decade was one of economic prosperity, 

tension and conflict did arise from the Red Scare, a 

resurgence of nativism and the KKK, the growth 

of organized crime, and the further distance 

between the ways of life in rural and urban 

America.   

 The rebirth of African American culture and art as 

seen in the Harlem Renaissance exemplified the 

new popular culture of the 1920s.   

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Learn about postwar conditions in America. 

 Analyze how fear of communism affected civil liberties and the labor movement in the country. 

 Describe the domestic and foreign policies of the 1920s presidents.  

 Describe the reasons for the development of postwar isolationism and the immigration quota system. 

 List the impact of the automobile on culture, economy, and everyday lives of Americans.  

 Identify the new consumer products of the time period and compare new strategies used in advertising.  

 Compare and contracts the changing ways of life in rural and urban areas of the country (i.e. Prohibition, 

youth, Scopes Trial) and how this time period reflected conflicts / tensions in American culture.  

 Trace the changes in lifestyles, jobs, and families during the 1920s, focusing specially on women.  

 Discuss the development of a new popular culture in the United States during the 1920s and how it came 

to be criticized by many of the time.  

 Identify the major elements of the Harlem Renaissance and describe why the 1920s was a crucial era in 

African-American history.  

 Participate in a simulation of the stock market crash of 1929.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (5-7 days) 

Students use a Webquest to create a magazine that captures the many exciting changes that were taking 

place in the 1920s.  Topics will include fashion, cars, sports, entertainment, business, women, and crime.  

Historically accurate pictures and a cover based on Time Magazine will help to enhance the look of the 

magazine.  

Equipment needed: Laptops 

Teacher Resources: The Webquest can be modified around the information found at this link: 

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/roaring_twenties.htm 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 Stock market simulation 

  NARA worksheets to breakdown 1920s 

advertisement 

 NARA worksheet for music from Harlem 

Renaissance 

 Chapter tests / quizzes 

 Outlines / homework quizzes 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

“Return to Normalcy” - Coolidge and Harding 

 

2 days 

http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/roaring_twenties.htm
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Lesson 2 

“Normalcy” and Isolationism  

 

2 days 

Lesson 3 

The Business of America  

 

2 days 

Lesson 4 

Stock Market Simulation  

 

3 days 

Lesson 5 

Changing Ways of Life  

 

2 days 

Lesson 6 

The Twenties Woman 

 

2 days 

Lesson 7 

Education and Popular Culture 

 

1 day 

Lesson 8 

The Harlem Renaissance  

 

2 days 

Teacher Notes:  

 This is a link to the site that has all printable versions of NARA worksheets 

(http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/) 

  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States II history course.  

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: From Boom to Bust  

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will analyze the economic reasons behind the Great Depression.  They will 

understand how the causes of this economic disaster were rooted in previous policies and actions of the 

past.  Students will describe how different groups of Americans were each impacted by the Depression and 

how many coped with the hard times.  The presidential actions of Herbert Hoover in response to the 

economic downfall will also be assessed.  Students will compare the actions of Hoover to those of 

President Franklin Roosevelt and analyze how his New Deal policies combated the Great Depression.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics, Music Appreciation 

21st century themes: Financial, economic, and business literacy; Civic literacy; Environmental literacy.  

Unit Rationale 

The Great Depression had a monumental effect on American society, and its effects are still felt today. 

Franklin Roosevelt, the architect of the New Deal, is considered by many to be one of America's greatest 

presidents, and he was the model for activist presidents who desired to utilize the power of the federal 

government to assist those in need. The origins of the Great Depression can be found in economic 

problems in America in the late 1920s: "installment buying" and buying stocks "on the margin" would 

come back to haunt many homeowners and investors. The stock market crash of 1929 was followed by 

bank failures, factory closings, and widespread unemployment. President Herbert Hoover believed that 

voluntary action by business and labor interest could pull America out of its economic doldrums. Franklin 

Roosevelt was elected president in 1932 with the promise of a "New Deal" for the American people. 

During his first hundred days in office, Roosevelt acted forcefully to restore confidence in the banks, 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
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stabilize prices, and give many young people work through the establishment of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps. During the Second New Deal later in the 1930s, measures such as the Social Security Act were 

enacted to provide a safety net for Americans in need. Some critics of the New Deal branded it socialism; 

others said it didn't go far enough to fight poverty in America. New Deal policies never ended the Great 

Depression; America's entry into World War II did. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

Content Statements 

 The Great Depression resulted from government economic policies, business practices, and 

individual decisions, and it impacted business and society. 

 Aimed at recovery, relief, and reform, New Deal programs had a lasting impact on the expansion 

of the role of the national government in the economy. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.9.a Analyze how the actions and policies of the United States government contributed to 

the Great Depression.   

6.1.12.B.9.a Determine how agricultural practices, overproduction, and the Dust Bowl intensified 

the worsening economic situation during the Great Depression.     

6.1.12.C.9.a Explain how government can adjust taxes, interest rates, and spending and use other 

policies to restore the country’s economic health. 

6.1.12.C.9.b Explain how economic indicators (i.e., gross domestic product, the consumer index, 

the national debt, and the trade deficit) are used to evaluate the health of the 

economy. 

6.1.12.C.9.c Explain the interdependence of various parts of a market economy. (i.e.,private 

enterprise, government programs, and the Federal Reserve System).   

6.1.12.C.9.d Compare and contrast the causes and outcomes of the stock market crash in 1929 and 

other periods of economic instability.  

6.1.12.D.9.a Explore the global context of the Great Depression and the reasons for the worldwide 

economic collapse.                          

6.1.12.D.9.b Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family, migratory 

groups, and ethnic and racial minorities. 

6.1.12.A.10.a Evaluate the arguments regarding the role of the federal government during the New 

Deal Era. 

6.1.12.A.10.b Assess the effectiveness of governmental policies enacted during the New Deal 

period (i.e., the FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security) in protecting the welfare of 

individuals. 

6.1.12.A.10.c Evaluate the short- and long-term impact of the expanded role of government on 

economic policy, capitalism, and society.   

6.1.12.B.10.a Assess the effectiveness of New Deal programs designed to protect the environment. 

                                                     

6.1.12.C.10.a Evaluate the effectiveness of economic regulations and standards established during 

this time period in combating the Great Depression. 
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6.1.12.C.10.b Compare and contrast the economic ideologies of the two major political parties 

regarding the role of government during the New Deal and today. 

6.1.12.D.10.a Analyze how other nations responded to the Great Depression. 

6.1.12.D.10.b Compare and contrast the leadership abilities of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and those 

of past and recent presidents.   

6.1.12.D.10.c Explain how key individuals, including minorities and women (i.e., Mary McLeod 

Bethune, Eleanor Roosevelt and Frances Perkins), shaped the core ideologies and 

policies of the New Deal.   

6.1.12.D.10.d Determine the extent to which New Deal public works and arts programs impacted 

New Jersey and the nation.   

Unit Essential Questions 

 What were the causes of the Great Depression? 

 How did the Great Depression impact groups 

within American society in the 1930s? 

 How did Presidents Hoover and Franklin differ in 

their approach to resolving the economic crisis of 

the time period? 

 What were the long-lasting affects of the FDR’s 

New Deal programs? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The crash of the stock market was the climax of 

a variety of economic problems faced by the 

country, including: the farming crisis, key 

industries in trouble, the overuse of credit, and 

the unequal distribution of wealth in the nation.   

 All groups were impacted by the Great 

Depression, including men, children, women, 

and worse of all – minorities.   

 President Hoover employed the strategies of 

volunteerism and rugged invidualism in the 

response to the Depression while FDR used a 

more aggressive tactic that put people back to 

work while also creating more long-term 

stability.  

 Built around the 3 R’s (Relief, Recovery, 

Reform), FDR crated many New Deal Agencies 

that still impact American society today, 

including agencies such as the FDIC and the 

Social Security Act.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the long-term and immediate causes of the Great Depression. 

 Explain how the Depression in the United States led to a global economic crisis.   

 Analyze the impact of the Depression on various groups in American society.  

 Understand the causes of the Dust Bowl.  

 Compare and contrasts the actions taken by Presidents Hoover and F. Roosevelt in dealing with the 

Great Depression.  

 Assess the outcomes of the Election of 1932.  

 Identify and describe the programs enacted by the First and Second New Deals.  

 Discuss the positive and negative reactions to FDR’s New Deal.  

 Trace the long-lasting impact of the New Deal through present day.  

 Learn about arts, entertainment, and literature during the 1930s and how it reflected the Depression and 

the New Deal.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3-4 days) 

As a summative assessment, students will play a stock market game which simulates the “get rich attitude” 

that made the stock market so successful in the 1920s.  Students will be given $1,000 to invest in real 
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Alternative Assessments                                             Formative Assessments 

 NARA Music Worksheet – Woody Guthrie 

song 

  NARA Photograph Worksheet – Dorothea 

Lang photograph   

 Create New Deal poster based upon example 

those created during the 1930s.  

 Chapter Test / Quizzes 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

  

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson1 

The Nation’s Sick Economy  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 2 

Hardship and Suffering During the Depression 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 3 

Hoover Struggles with the Depression 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 4 

Who was FDR? 

 

1 Day 

Lesson 5 

A New Deal Fights the Depression 

 

2 Days  

Lesson 6 

The Second New Deal Takes Hold 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

The New Deal Affects Many Groups 

 

1 Day 

Lesson 8 

Society and Culture  

 

1 Day 

Lesson 9 

The Impact of the New Deal  

 

1 Day 

Lesson 10 

Stock Market Game  

 

3 Days 

Teacher Notes:  

 This is a link to the site that has all printable versions of NARA worksheets 

(http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/) 

 

companies that existed in the 1920s.  Real stock numbers will be used, as student will keep track on their 

success, while also engaging in key tactics, such as “speculation” and “buying on margin.”  Unbeknownst 

to the students, the market will crash, as it truly did in 1929, marking the beginning of the Great 

Depression.  After the game is over, the students will write a reflective essay pertaining to what they 

learned. 

 

Equipment needed:  LCD projector, computer, stock sheets 

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Netflix 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
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Curriculum Development Resources 

The completed Curriculum Design Template shows how this unit is situated within the district’s United 

States II history course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: World War II and Its Aftermath  

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will study the causes, events, ands results surrounding World War Two.  They will 

trace the rise of dictators in Germany, Italy, and the Soviet Union and analyze how their rise posed a threat 

to the American policy of neutrality.  Students will describe the actions of Hitler in leading Europe and the 

world into another global conflict.  The concept of genocide and how it led to the Holocaust will be 

studied by students.  The reasons for American involvement in World War Two will be assessed, as well 

as the impact of the American military on the outcome of the war.  Students will explore the mobilization 

of the American homefront and how it impacted groups within American society.   The controversial use 

of atomic weapons upon Japan to end the war will be debated.   
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Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics 

21st century themes: Civic Literacy, Economic Literacy, and Global Awareness 

Unit Rationale 

Throughout the 1930s the United States followed a foreign policy based on isolationism, which 

emphasized noninvolvement in European affairs. After Adolph Hitler became the Nazi dictator of 

Germany, some Americans believed that he was a reasonable man who could serve as a European 

bulwark against Stalin and the Soviet Union. After World War II began in Europe, President 

Roosevelt sensed that America would eventually be drawn into it and began Lend-Lease and 

other measures to help the British. The December 7, 1941, Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

mobilized American public opinion for war. American fought on two fronts during the war: 

against the Germans and the Italians in Europe and against the Japanese in the Pacific. In Europe, 

U.S. forces and their British and Soviet allies eventually invaded Germany and crushed the Nazis. 

In the Pacific, superior American air and sea power led to the defeat of the Japanese. The decision 

to drop the atomic bomb on two Japanese cities is still considered controversial by some 

historians today; at the time, President Truman decided to drop the bomb based on calculations of 

the human cost of an American invasion of Japan. Americans contributed greatly to the war effort 

at home through rationing, working extra shifts, and the purchase of war bonds. As a result of 

World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the two major world powers. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 

issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 The United States participated in World War II as an Allied force to prevent military conquests by 

Germany, Italy, and Japan. 

 Domestic and military policies during World War II continued to deny equal rights to African 

Americans, Asian Americans, and women 

 Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them.  

 Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solutions to 

controversial issues.  

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.11.a Evaluate the effectiveness of international agreements following World War I (e.g., 

League of Nations, Treaty of Versailles, Washington Naval Conference, Kellogg-

Briand pact) in preventing international disputes.        

6.1.12.A.11.b Compare and contrast different perspectives about how the United States should 

respond to aggressive policies and actions taken by other nations at this time. 
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6.1.12.A.11.c Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment and actions against 

other minority groups were a denial of civil rights. 

6.1.12.A.11.d Analyze the decision to use the atomic bomb and the consequences of doing so. 

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human 

rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides. 

6.1.12.B.11.a Explain the role that geography played in the development of military strategies and 

weaponry in World War II. 

6.1.12.C.11.a Evaluate the shift in economic resources from the production of domestic to military 

goods during WWII in terms of opportunity costs and trade-offs, and analyze the 

impact of the post-war shift back to domestic production.  

6.1.12.C.11.b Relate new wartime inventions to scientific and technological advancements in the 

civilian world. 

6.1.12.D.11.a Analyze the roles of various alliances among nations and their leaders in the conduct 

and outcomes of the World War II. 

6.1.12.D.11.b Evaluate the role of New Jersey (i.e., defense industries, Seabrook Farms, military 

installations, and Battleship New Jersey) and prominent New Jersey citizens (i.e., 

Albert Einstein) in World War II.   

6.1.12.D.11.c Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and 

other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the 

discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce. 

6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 

perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international 

organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the 

subsequent impact of these organizations.     

6.2.12.D.4.g Analyze the role of racial bias, nationalism, and propaganda in mobilizing civilian 

populations in support of ‘total war.’ 

6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government related to a 

particular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials.     

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 

security and/or individual civil rights/privacy. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What conditions lead to the rise of dictators in 

Italy, Germany, and the Soviet Union? 

 How did the United States become involved in 

World War Two? 

 How did the American economy and society 

mobilize for the war effort? 

 What tactics did the American military use in both 

the European and Pacific Theaters of the war and 

what was the impact? 

 What new economic opportunities existed after 

WWII?  What social problems continued to plague 

the nation? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The economic, political, and social conditions 

after WWI allowed for the rise of dictators in 

Central and Eastern Europe.  

 The tradition of isolationism in the United 

States prolonged involvement in the Second 

World War, but ultimately attacked on Pearl 

Harbor led to the country’s participation in the 

global conflict.  

 The mobilization of the United States, including 

its citizens and resources, gave the Allies 

unprecedented military and industrial support.  

 The United States and its Allies focused its 

energy first on defeating Germany in Europe 

and then Japan in the Pacific Theater of the war.  

 Involvement in WWII led to new economic 

opportunities as well as continued social 
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problems.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe what conditions lead to the rise of dictators in Italy, Germany, and the Soviet Union.  

 Trace the rise of Mussolini, Hitler, and Stalin.  

 Analyze the American response to the growing trouble in the world leading towards World War Two. 

 Assess the reaction of world leaders and nations to Germany’s aggressive foreign policy moves in the 

late 1930s.  

 Understand the concept of genocide and how the Holocaust in an example of such genocide.  

 Explain the reasons for the American reaction to aggression in Europe and Asia.  

 Identify the reasons for American involvement in World War Two. 

 Learn how the United States mobilized for war following the attacks on Pearl Harbor.  

 Describe the contributions different groups in American society made to the war effort.   

 Discuss the major American military tactics and results in both the European and Pacific Theaters of 

World War Two.  

 Debate the morality of the use of the atomic weapons upon Japan.  

 List the actions taken to rebuild after World War Two ended.   

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (5-7 Days) 

To build of the topic of the Holocaust and make the idea of genocide more relevant, students will research 

another example of genocide (i.e. Armenia, Cambodia, Rwanda, Darfur), create a PowerPoint, and present 

their topic to the class.    

 

Equipment needed: Computer access, library access, Microsoft PowerPoint 

Teacher Resources: See teacher for collection of resources.   

 

Alternative Assessments                                             Formative Assessments 

 Analyze primary sources (Munich Pact) 

  Creation of WWII Propaganda Poster 

 Outlines / Homework Quizzes 

 Genocide Research / PowerPoint Project  

 Test/ quiz 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Dictators Threaten World Peace 

 

5 Days 

Lesson 2 

War in Europe  

 

3 Days  

Lesson 3 

The Holocaust  

 

4 Days 

Lesson 4 

America Moves Toward War 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 5 

Mobilization of the Home Front  

 

2 Days  

Lesson 6 

The European Theater of WWII 

 

3 Days 

Lesson 7 

The War in the Pacific  

 

3 Days  

Lesson 8 

The Impact of the War  

 

2 Days 
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: The Holocaust 

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will examine the origins of the term genocide and historical examples that support it. 

An intense focus on the rise of the Nazis and their attempt to complete the ‘final solution’ will highlight an 

investigation that includes Japanese behavior in China and the role (or lack thereof) of the U.S.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics 

21st century themes: Global awareness,  literacy, civic literacy 

Unit Rationale 

The understanding of the Holocaust and the world’s genocidal history is critical for students of 

the 21st century. As totalitarian and right wing forces have made gains in western industrial 

nations in recent years, young people must be aware of the slow but methodical process that can 

break down democracy. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 

issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

  

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 

Lesson 9 

Genocide Project  

4 Days 

Teacher Notes:  

Utilize video footage obtained by the history department (DVD, VHS, YouTube, Streaming Media sites) 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

Holocaust Museum Washington D.C. 
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perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international 

organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the 

subsequent impact of these organizations.     

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human 

rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides. 

6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of Armenians, 

Roma (Gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of Ukrainians and 

Chinese. 

6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and genocide. 

6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, bystanders, and 

rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe long term 

consequences of genocide for all involved.  

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 

security and/or individual civil rights/privacy. 

  

Unit Essential Questions 

 What underlying factors contributed to extreme 

bias in affected countries? 

 What role was played by the general population as 

genocide took place? 

 How did the world react to various cases of 

genocide? 

 To what extent and by what means did affected 

peoples resist? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Genocide has a long history in virtually every 

populated region of the world. 

 The worst genocides have included either 

complicity or indifference by the general 

populations.  

 The causes and carrying out of the Holocaust 

was not limited to merely top Nazi officials.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Assess the reaction of world leaders and nations to Germany’s aggressive foreign policy moves in the 

late 1930s.  

 Understand the concept of genocide and how the Holocaust is perhaps the perfect example.  

  Explain the reasons behind Nazi persecution. 

 To describe the ‘Final Solution’ and the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3 Days) 

To build off the topic of the Holocaust and make the idea of genocide more relevant, students will research 

another example of genocide (i.e. Armenia, Cambodia, Rwanda, Darfur), create a PowerPoint, and present 

their topic to the class.    

 

Equipment needed: Computer access, library access, Microsoft PowerPoint, primary sources  

Teacher Resources: YouTube, Netflix  

 

Alternative Assessments                                             Formative Assessments 

 Analyze primary sources (political cartoons, 

speeches) 

  Holocaust memorial project 

 Outlines 

 Test/quizzes  

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 



22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 1 

World history of genocide 

 

2 Days 

Lesson 2 

The rape of Nanking 

 

1 Day 

Lesson 3 

The rise of the Nazis  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 4 

Dachau to liberation. The Final Solution  

 

3 Days 

Lesson 5 

The Pianist/essay/packet  

 

3 Days  

Lesson 6 

Lessons not learned  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

Holocaust memorial project 

 

2 Days 
 

Teacher Notes:  

Utilize resources that have been gathered. 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

Holocaust Museum Washington D.C. 
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: United States History 

Unit Title: America in the 1950s  

Target Course/Grade Level: US II General, 11th Grade 

Unit Summary  

In this unit, students will learn about the economic and political differences between the United States and 

the Soviet Union.  They will understand the Cold War and how it began.  The establishment of communist 

governments in Asia will be examined as well as the United States involvement in the Korean War.  With 

regards to domestic issue, students will explore the fear of communism that swept the nation as well as the 

growing tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union on a global perspective.    

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and Reading, Economics 

21st century themes: Global awareness, financial, economic, and business, literacy, civic literacy 

Unit Rationale 

Even before the end of World War II, strains began to develop in the wartime alliance between 

Great Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union. At the Yalta conference, Soviet leader 

Joseph Stalin had promised free elections in eastern European countries the Soviet Union 

liberated from Nazism; in the months after the war it became obvious that these elections would 

not take place. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill warned that the Soviet Union was 

creating an "iron curtain" between Eastern and Western Europe; the United States began to follow 

a policy of containment to stop the spread of communism. Through the Marshall Plan, the United 

States spent millions to rebuild Western Europe after the war. Stalin tested Western will by 

enforcing a blockade of Berlin in 1948; Western anxieties increased in 1949 when the Soviets 

announced that they had an atomic bomb and when communist forces led by Mao Zedong took 

power over mainland China. The Cold War had a major impact at home; the House Un-American 

Activities Committee (HUAC) began to search for communists in the entertainment industry, 

State Department official Alger Hiss was accused of being a communist spy, and Julius and Ethel 

Rosenberg were executed for giving atomic secrets to the Soviet Union. During the Korean War, 

United Nations and American forces were severely tested as they attempted to "contain 

communism" in Korea. Senator Joseph McCarthy claimed knowledge of communists in the State 

Department, the army, and in other branches of government. Both the United States and the 

Soviet Union built up their military arsenals in the 1950s; by the end of the decade, President 

Eisenhower warned of the spreading "military-industrial complex." 

 In the 1950s, many middle-class, white American families experienced a prosperity they had 

never known before. Many young couples moved to the suburbs and purchased their first home 

(for veterans, this could be partially financed by the GI Bill). Observers noted that Dwight 

Eisenhower was the perfect president for the seemingly placid 1950s. Many commentators wrote 

on the conformity of American suburban life in the period. However, there were also many 
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Americans pushing for change. Proponents of civil rights for black Americans were heartened by 

the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision outlawing segregation in public 

schools, yet found that their struggles would continue throughout this decade and all through the 

next. Many women felt frustrated in the role of housewife that they were expected to play in 

suburban America. Many teenagers rebelled in the decade as well, by emulating the "rebellious" 

movie star James Dean, by dabbling in Beat poetry, or by listening to the new rock and roll 

music. 

 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities.  

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 

issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements 

 Cold War tensions between the United States and communist countries resulted in conflict 

that influenced domestic and foreign policy for over forty years.  

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.12.a Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the Cold 

War and to United States involvement in conflicts intended to contain 

communism, including the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the 

Vietnam War.   

6.1.12.A.12.b Examine constitutional issues involving war powers, as they relate to United 

States military intervention in the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other 

conflicts. 

6.1.12.A.12.c Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced American foreign policy. 

6.1.12.B.12.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the Marshall Plan and regional alliances in the 

rebuilding of European nations in the post World War II period.   

6.1.12.C.12.a Explain the implications and outcomes of the Space Race from the 

perspectives of the scientific community, the government, and the people.    

6.1.12.C.12.b Assess the impact of agricultural innovation on the world economy. 

6.1.12.D.12.b Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as McCarthyism, and their 

impact on individual civil liberties.   

6.1.12.D.12.c Evaluate how the development of nuclear weapons by industrialized countries 

and developing counties affected international relations.    

6.2.12.A.5.a Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies between the U.S. 
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and the USSR resulted in a Cold War, the formation of new alliances (e.g., 

NATO, SEATO, Warsaw Pact), and periodic military clashes (e.g., Korean 

War, conflicts in the Middle East). 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What were the economic and political differences 

between the U.S. and the Soviet Union? 

 How did the Cold War begin? 

 How were Communist governments established in 

Asia? 

 Why did the United States get involved in the 

Korean War? 

 Why did Americans fear Communism? 

 How did the Cold War spread around the world, 

increasing tension between the U.S. and the Soviet 

Union? 

 What were the social, economic, political, and 

cultural aspects of America post WWII? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The economic, political, and social conditions 

after WWII allowed for the rise of dictators in 

Central and Eastern Europe.  

 The Cold War and how it began. 

 How Communist governments were established 

in Asia. 

 Why the U.S. became involved in the Korean 

War.  

 Who were the Hollywood Ten, the Rosenbergs, 

and Senator McCarthy.  

 How and why the fear of Communism swept the 

nation.  

 The tensions between the US and Soviet Union 

during Eisenhower’s presidency.  

 The Social, economic, cultural, and political 

aspects of American after WWII.  

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the origins of the Cold War between the US and Soviet Union. 

 Analyze the American response to the rebuilding of Europe’s economy.    

 Identify the reasons for American involvement in the Korean War as well as the results of the conflict.  

 Examine how the fear of communism impact American society.  

 Evaluate the policies of President Eisenhower in response to growing Cold War tensions.  

 Discuss the social, political, economic, and cultural aspects of post WWII America.  

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (2-3 Days) 

You are a presidential advisor to Presidents Truman and Eisenhower.  Write a presidential daily briefing 

memo (PDB) on each of the major Cold War events explored in this unit.   

Equipment needed: Computer access, library access, Microsoft PowerPoint, primary sources  

Teacher Resources: See teacher for collection of resources.   

 

Alternative Assessments                                             Formative Assessments 

 Analyze primary sources (political cartoons, 

speeches) 

 Presidential advisor project 

 Test/quizzes  

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Origins of the Cold War  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 2 

The Cold War Heats Up  

 

2 Days  

Lesson 3 

The Cold War at Home   

 

2 Days 
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Unit Overview  

Content Area: U.S. History II 

Unit Title: The Turmoil of the 60s 

Target Course/Grade Level: U.S. II General/11 

Unit Summary  

In this unit students explore the momentous changes of the 1960s. Beginning with Kennedy’s New 

Frontier and continuing through Johnson’s Great Society, the unit will focus on the Civil Rights 

movement, social change and the Vietnam War. Additionally, a chronological analysis of the events under 

each of the three presidents will allow students to understand the dramatic events that shaped this critical 

time period.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life 

and Careers. 

21st century themes: Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

One cannot make sense of current events without having a baseline understanding of the 1960s. The 

decade was tumultuous, combative and divisive while at the same time being peaceful, enlightening and 

prosperous. Certainly, America was far different after the 60s than before it. To function as informed 

citizens in the 21st Century, students must develop and understanding of the Vietnam saga. They need to 

appreciate the struggle for civil rights on the part of African Americans, women and homosexuals.  Most 

importantly, kids need to grasp the concept that their lives have been and always will be directly impacted 

by history.  

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

Lesson 4 

Two Nations Live on the Edge  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 5 

Postwar America  

 

2 Days  

Lesson 6 

The American Dream in the Fifties  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 7 

Popular Culture   

 

2 Days  

Lesson 8 

The Other America  

 

2 Days 

Lesson 9 

Presidential Daily Briefing Project 

 

4 Days 
 

Teacher Notes:  

Utilize resources that have been gathered. 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

GilderLehrman.org 
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analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect 

fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global 

communities. 

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 

issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to 

address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

                  

Content Statements  

*The Kennedy and Johnson administrations created significant social change in the U.S.. 

* The continuation of the Civil Rights movement resulted in the expansion of rights and at the same 

time contributed to social upheaval. 

* American involvement in the Vietnam War would influence foreign and domestic policy for 

decades. 

*Supreme Court decisions under Warren reflect the more liberal thinking of the time. 

*The U.S. experience in Vietnam provides students with a solid basis of comparison when evaluating 

modern conflicts with smaller nations. 

* Cold War tension during the 60’s with both the USSR and China involve political and economic 

ideology and the abuse of human rights. 

Content Statement for Standard 6.3 

*The lessons of the Civil Rights movement can directly impact the thinking of students in terms of 

tolerance and socioeconomic realities. 

 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.12.A.12a Analyze ideological differences and other factors that 

contributed to the Cold War and to United States involvement 

in conflicts intended to contain communism, including the 
Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War 

6.1.12.A.12b Examine constitutional issues involving war powers, as they 

relate to United States military intervention in the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, and other conflicts.                       

6.1.12.C.12.d Assess the role of the public and private sectors in promoting 

economic growth and ensuring economic stability. 
                      

6.1.12.D.12.d Compare and contrast American public support of the 

government and military during the Vietnam War with that of 
other conflicts.                      

6.1.12.D.12.e Analyze the role that media played in bringing information to 

the American public and shaping public attitudes toward the 
Vietnam War. 

6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 
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Supreme Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting 
Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 

Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. 
Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities. 
                                            

6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic 
measures (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) 
as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights. 

6.1.12.C.13.c Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was 
enacted to end poverty in the 1960s and today. 
                                            

6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin 

Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil Rights 
Movement, and evaluate their legacies.                       
                      

6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the 

Constitution to define the rights of the individual, and 

evaluate the impact on public policies.                       
                      

6.1.12.A.15.b 

 

Determine the effectiveness of the United States in pursuing 

national interests while also attempting to address global 
political, economic, and social problems.                       

 

6.1.12.D.15.b 

Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United 

States regarding United States foreign policy.                       
                      

6.2.12.A.5.a Explain how and why differences in ideologies and policies 

between the United States and the USSR resulted in a cold 

war, the formation of new alliances, and periodic military 
clashes. 

6.2.12.B.5.a Determine the impact of geography on decisions made by the 

Soviet Union and the United States to expand and protect 
their spheres of influence 

6.2.12.C.5.c Assess the impact of the international arms race, the space 

race, and nuclear proliferation on international politics from 
multiple perspectives. 

6.2.12.D.5.a Relate the lingering effects of colonialism to the efforts of 

Latin American, African, and Asian nations to build stable 
economies and national identities.                       
                     

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and 

laws affecting national security and/or individual civil 
rights/privacy.                                             
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Unit Essential Questions 

o What factors contributed to 

Kennedy’s election in 1960? 

o What crisis developed over Cuba? 

o How did JFK handle foreign 

policy issues related to the 

communists? 

o What was the domestic agenda of 

the New Frontier? 

o What controversy surrounded the 

assassination? 

o What were the goals of the Great 

Society? 

o What reforms were instituted by 

the Warren Court? 

o How does the Great Society affect 

America today? 

 How did the USA become involved in the 

Vietnam conflict? 

 How did Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson 

expand the American commitment to 

Vietnam? 

 What were the tactics of the Vietcong and 

NVA and how did they compare with the 

strategy of U.S. forces? 

 What was the impact of the war on American 

society? 

 To what degree was the Vietnam conflict a 

working class war? 

 What was the impact of the anti-war 

movement? 

 What was the effect of the Tet Offensive? 

 What events in 1968 led to further turbulence? 

1. What were the goals of those 

involved in sit-ins and freedom 

rides? 

2. How did JFK handle the civil 

rights movement? 

3. What events led up to the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964? 

4. How did the civil rights 

movement in the south compare 

with that of the north? 

 What was the philosophy of the radical civil 

rights leaders of the 60’s 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 How the Vietnam War still effects American 

life and foreign Policy 

 How the U.S. changed as a result of the 

social, political and economic events of the 

60s 

 How the civil rights movement changed 

American attitudes and behavior as they 

relate to race. 
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Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze the causes, events and results of the Vietnam War 

 Determine the impact of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. 

 Compare the Civil rights movement of the 60s with that of the 70s. 

 Evaluate the roots and results of the rebellious movements of the 1960s. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (3 days) 

 Student will be divided into design teams to create YouTube videos detailing an event related to the 

Vietnam War, The Civil Rights movement, the Kennedy presidency or the Johnson presidency. 

Videos will be played to the entire class with summative analysis and Q and A.  

 

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, YouTube, Netflix, student laptops 

Teacher Resources:  YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments                                            Formative Assessments 

 

 Debates  

 Storyboard for video clip 

 Evaluation questions 

 Outlines 

 test 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

The JFK/LBJ years 

 

4 days 

Lesson 2 

Vietnam 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Civil rights in the 60s 

 

4 days 

Teacher Notes:  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

 

 

 Anchor Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

or Standards: RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

 RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate   

summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
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 RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with 

textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an 

author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 

Federalist No. 10). 

 RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

 RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding 

of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 RH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 


